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sd to this body by the Senator from New York, 
: 2 And while Santa Ana has been re- 
ned to Mexico by the act of our President, we 
potable to meet him. In May last fifty thou- 
d-men were placed at the command of the Presi- 
gall he asked; but he called out but a trifling | 
sia. And what was the War Secretary doing? | 
hy, as late as November last, he writes that no || 
“gore troops will be wanted; but in five days after, | 
q regiments are called into = field, and soon af- | 
s Congress comes together, ten more regi- || 
wens are asked for. How soon either of tee 
| ts can be mustered into the service it || 
ible to say. It will take time. But | 
“was now proposed to be done? 
The Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] says 
may be difficult to secure a peace; the 





| 


- 
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ople of | 

‘Mexico may be exceedingly loth to terminate this || 

_ ar; above all, they may be unwilling to give up | 

= ¢ y prtion of that territory, which was won b i 

4  thervalor, and portions of which are mired with || 

“the . But there is one way by which it | 

whe accomplished. Thearmy is in the ascend- | 

' Anais at its head. If the army is’ 

‘paid, they may be willing and able to ask for and | 

 ‘thakea peace. But willing—how? Santa Ana is 
<i e: he is the President of the re 

Will be able, by force of that army which is at 

| his command, to put down opposition, or, by | 

| teans of this money, to buy up those who hesi- | 





| 


_ tale, The President is to pay the chosen leader | 
oo the price he asks, and then we may get 
_ tach a peace as the Senator says is anticipated in| 
3 lent part of the message—a peace and | 
ty for what is due to our citizens, and for 
nse of the war by the cession of territory. || 
would put it to the Senator from Arkan- | 
, what he would say if Mexico should pass an | 
as this, appropriating three millions of 
to buy a peace with the United States, sta- | 
its face, or_in its commentary, that it was | 
to accomplish its ee oT buying up | 
| § Zachary Taylor and his troops? ould not ev- || 
ae: «6 revolt at such a proposition? Would | 
* } whole nation be roused to a state of indig- | 
‘aaa « if such an attempt were to be made to tam- 
‘with our troops? And that Senator must see 
was doing the same thing by this commentary 
ofhis, But peace cannot be made, says the Sen- | 
Se eaaaty: in the present state of things. | 
; ties are innumerable. The character || 
‘Of the peace which we demand, and which alone 
Wecan take, renders those obstacles absolutely in- | 
. But there is one way. We have in- 


o- 


a 


ae Satisfactory, that such a peace can be ob- 
peace dismembering Mexico; for that 
oe intelligence, he sapposed, which could | 
‘Warrant this particular bill. 
communicated to the President of the United 
States; that we may buy up the army of Mexico, 
‘Patan end to the war, an 


we 








as we want. 
~ Now, he would ask his friend from Michigan, 
When he came to reply—for he knew that Senator | 
| reply—be would ask that Senator to say aa | 
» with all a soldier’s pride—he asked him | 
: ; imbued with astatesman’s elevated 
-~ he should consider a peace obtained in | 
E. ere honorable peace ? 
: _ One thing 
’ Senate, and that was the inquiry, how it had 
ed that in the months of May, June, July, 4 
t, last, when Santa Ana had the orders, | 
' | doubtless been communicated to him, | 
the might return, he never started to go to | 
ico until the President here asked them in 
& session, and afterwards in public, to give | 
ymillions of dollars for this purpose? The | 
tor from Arkansas, who is supposed necessa- | 
“oO consult the President, now asks for three 










































































































tiene on Mexico, which has been communi- || 
by the President to the committee, to whom || by no means sure but a majority of the people of | 
| the United States thought so. He was not free 
| from doubt; but it was the opinion of alt the civil- || 


V r | ized world, before whom the question was present- | 
t was intelligence, | 


could not avoid suggesting itself to | 
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| principle pervading the amendment of the Senator || 
| having declared this war by the act of the 13th of 


| only to be done by obtaining a reasonable indemni- 


|| that indemnity, rest exclusivel 
| of the United States. 


| involved in the amendment of the Senator from 


|| Michigan lead us? The President brings on a 
get as much of that || 


|| flag was hazardeds and it must be sav 





lions of d 


i | 
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jollars. How was this? Had Santa | 


























matigas’ closed this debate, as he supposed that 
_ *shator would, he hoped he would inform the Sen- 
es why it was that two millions were asked for in 











ised his demands? When the Senator from || and what said the 
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August and three millions now? Was this addi- 
tional sum to be considered as part of the expenses 
of the war? How, then, were we to be paid for 
paying the Mexican army? In Mexican terri- 
tory? Were these three millions to be considered 
as part of the expenses of the war? fj 

e present the extraordinary spectacle of being 
willing to have an army of our own in the field, 
and an army of the Renton Republic, and of 
being willing, out of the treasury of the United 
States, to pay the expenses of both, provided Santa 
Ana will think proper to cede to the United States 
at least New Mexico and Upper California. And 
if he does not do it in a short time, as the Senator 
intimates, we shall require a great deal more of 
Mexican territory, if not the whole. 
appeared to him to be a most extraordinary posi- 
tion. Weare to make peace with Mexico, which, 


by the very confession of the Senator’s speech, is | 


broken down by contending factions, and from 
day to day is afraid of its tyrants, amongst whom 
she numbered this very Santa Ana that our Presi- 


dent returns to them-—-they are afraid of, they || 


look with dread upon the army, which had been a 
great cause of the oppressions of these down-trod- 
den and impoverished people,—but we are to make 


public; and || peace with them by pouring gifts into the hands 
|| of that very army and that very leader, and then 


transfer them, in spite of themselves, from the 


| institutions in which they have been bred, from 


the associations in which they have been brought 
up, and which they value, into our institutions— 


| into one of the portions of the United States—to be 








Now this |! 
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of its termination was exhausted. It must go on 
until a treaty is negotiated by the President, and 
nted by him to the Senate for 
t what if he refuses totreat?) What if he 

fuses to listen to terms? If imbued >with this lust 
| of territorial dominion which seemed to have seized. 
1 on so ae to the bewilderment of their judg- 
| ment, had he the right to go on until he buys them 
|| Inte a condition to satisfy him, which, sooner or 
later, if the war go on can only be by the: cession 
of the whole of their territory? In such a 
what were they to do? Could give no op 
ee that would amount toa con 
ion? Could they not give an opinion whi 
the President theaght proper to resist, would. 
volve him in the dangers of a just im 
He was not there to deny that the treat 
power was in the President. The House | 
nothing to do with it. But he was there to main- 
tain—looking at the distribution of the powers be- 
tween the several parts of the Government—look- 
was to the rea8on which caused the whole power 

lare war to be vested in Co 

gress must, according to the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion, have some power to say how it was to be 
conducted, and when it was to be terminated. And 
above all, when it was announced, as one of the 
objects of this war, that terri was to be 
red—an extent of territory which, according to the 
statement of the President’s » was equal 
to the whole extent of territory of the origmal 
thirteen States of this Union. If territory had to 
be acquired, the Congress of the United States’ 


| 
| 
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subject to our laws. Now there is something 
wrong in this. The principle is wrong. He was 
satisfied that the Senator from Arkansas and those 
who thought with him did so on high and lofty 
principle; but standing there as an American Sen- 
ator, he felt called upon to say that a war of dis- | 
memberment was revolting to his moral sense of | 
propriety, honor, and justice. 

But even in relation to ourselves, there was a | 





from Michigan which to him was even more alarm- | 
ing. If he understood it, it was this: Congress, 


May, it was the a of the United States to pros- 
ecute it to a successful termination, and that was 


ty; and the management and the means of obtaining || 

with the President 
Now, he did not say that 
this war was brought on by the act of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, or that Mexico had the 
right to find fault. Others said it was. He was | 


ed. But where would this proposition which was 


war. He brings on a state of hostilities, to use | 
a term of the Senator from South Carolina, as con- 
tradistinguished from a state of war,—he brings 
on a state of hostilities, which is followed by a 
state of war, on which the Senator from South 
Carolina refused to vote—being the only one, he 
believed, that did refuse to vote 

Mr. BERRIEN. Oh, no. 

Mr R. JOHNSON. The only one on the other 
side of this Chamber he meant. That Senator 
then thought there was nothingsto satisfy him that 
the war was brought on by the act of Mexico, or 
there was evidence to satisfy him that it was not. 
And how was it now? Our army was in peril. The 
honor of the country was involved; the glory of its 
at all and 
every peril. Well, they passed the act of the || 
President; they hastily leap to the conclusion that || 
it was necessary to declare war to maintain the 
honor of the country; and they gave that declara- 
tion tothe world. Now the war was upon them; 
Senator from Michigan? The 

wer of Congress over its management is ex- 

austed. The power of Congress over not only 
its management, but its termination, and the terms 
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the right to be heard as to its acquisition. 3 
inevitable result of a different doctrine would be 
this—the President maf bring us into a state of 
hostility, which will cumnqul ieeaiene to declare 
war; and he, thus having answered: his in 
bringing us into such an extremity, may. go on an- 
til he gets tired with his triumphs or hia defeats, 
Now he was not sure, but he believed the Senator 
from South Carolina was a member of the House 
at the time war was declared: in 1812; if so, that 
Senator would be able to inform him whether the 
causes of the war were not set out in the bill it- 


self. ; 
Mr. CALHOUN. In the report accompanying 


| the bill. 


Mr. R. JOHNSON. In the report accompany- 


ing the bill; but here we have no. o nity of 
examining this declaration of war, objects 
for which it was to be That was not 


permitted. Ina spirit of patriotism, 
the exigencies of the nation, it was r ! 
without a moment’s time for - 

apprehended, however, if, on the 13th of May, 
1846, the President had sent them a message. con- 
taining what was contained in the spores of the 
honorable Senator from Arkansas, the chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations; or, in the 
absence of a m from the President, the rad 
accompanied the act of the 13th May, 1 t 

a-report setting forth, as that Senator had one in 
his opening speech, that the object of carrying on 


| this war was to get territory, and rott 


existing rights—not to drive off or: 


| invaders of our soil—not to protect.the sister State 


of Texas, one of the States.of this Union;. but,.in 


| order to pay our own citizens what was due. to 


them from Mexico, which Mexico, was 

pay by reason of her poverty, we. intenc 
rosecute this war until we get California an 
ew Mexico,—that law would not have passed in 


that shape—and it would not have passed for the 

reasons so foreibly by his friend from 

Georgia, [Mr. Berrien. emis 
o man was so blind then—no man was so ab- 

solutely blind now—as not to see that. are 

questions which arise om the acquisition 

new territory which will omaisiy cause this | 

to totter to its foundation. We have-seen se 








dications of the feeling which the South has¢ 
in the language which the lea : 
from Georgia had addressed to them. ‘Phe: 
seen it, if possible, still more exeitingly manife 
in the resolution proposed this. mo 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Bacay.) 










seen its existence manifested in one of the ee 
States of this Union—the State of New York— 
se voice’ would be potential in all human prob- 
Souey in all our future political conflicts. One of 
her representatives on this floor had nted res- 
olutions this morning which speak the fixed and 
abiding opinions of 
the resolutions and see the manner in which they 
were passed, and how stood the matter? By con- 
ing the records of that State they would see 
that were but oo dissenting a And 
what else en e coterminous and almost 


al 
equally po 





wnanimous voice, the same doctrine; and if he was 


not misinformed, one branch of the Legislature of || 
Michigan had announced that to be her will. | 


Well, what is it the resolutions from the State of 
New York speak ? 
tary to read that resolution in relation to slavery, 
to which he had alluded. 

The Secretary read it accordingly. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON. The Senator from Ala- 


bama, he os had not heard of those reso- | 


lutions, until they were announced at the table. 
Mr. BAGBY. I had never heard or dreamed 


of them. 
Mr. R. JOHNSON thought so. The Senat 
from Alabama instinctively rushed to the rescue of 


her institutions, which he supposed to be uncon- | 


stitutionally and unnecessarily assailed by this 
doctrine of New York. 


braced, at least not now. 

Mr. BAGBY interposed, and asked, as the reso- 
lations from New York had been read, that the 
resolution offered by him might be read also. 

The Secretary read it accordingly, as it appears 
in the ing part of this day’s proceedings. 

Mr. R. JOH £0 
that the Senator from Alabama not only spoke his 
own opinions, but those of his constituents in that 
resolution. He made bold to say, and he said it 


after having had some opportunities of knowing, | 


that the voice of the North on this subject will be 
uniform. It was useless to inquire into constitu- 
tional questions until they were forced upon them. 
It was useless to examine what rights would be 
left to the South if this thing is consummated. He 


mentioned the fact only that there is one, and one | 
universal opinion pervading all political sects; and || 


he made bold to say that no representative, who 
dares even from his constitutional convictions, by 
any act of his on this floor or elsewhere, go against 
it, will ever be permitted to be a representative 
i It was a matter of feeling. It resulted 
from a settled and abiding conviction that slaver 
is wrong in the abstract as well as the reality. te 
s out of a belief as to the extent of human 
rights, and the rights which human society can 
legally involve. {t was a spirit of liberty, having 
its birth and its home in the heart; and he was 
sure that he was not wrong, when he said that if 
it had not already cove 
whirlwind of opinion on that subject was rushing 


on, and no man would be permitted to stand who | 


F 


to resist it. 
There was but one way to obviate it, and that 
ae Was open to us; it was a way which had 
erto made us a happy, 
le. It was ae the — out: and, 
in his judgment, it could be done consistently 
with the national honor. What were one hun- 


dred or two hundred millions of dollars expense | 


in which this war may involve us? 
feel the pressure of it for a moment. No man 
would know of its existence, unless he were told 
f fact. And what was additional territory 


£ 


z 


men of the presen 
hundreds and hundreds of millions, that may come 
into existence hereafter? Have we not d of 
i ee to furnish us with wrerpthing to 
man’s wants and minister to his comforts ? 
ss of the United States thus far has 
f a No people that ever 







with its p ee 
forgotten except splendor of its 
they will tell the world through 
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at State. But to go beyond | 


State of Pennsylvania had passed | 
tions of the same import, and by an almost | 


pe majority. The Legislature of Obio, in one | 
its branches, has proclaimed, in an equally | 


He would request the Secre- || 


It was not his purpose to | 
speak on the question which those resolutions em- | 


N. Now, there was no doubt || 


the whole North, the | 


werful, and united | 


for? Have we not enough not only for | 
t day, but for hundreds and | 
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all time what is the extent and ability of Ameri- 
can valor—they will tell to all times that whenever 
and however assailed, American courage and 
American skill, under the guidance of American 
freedom, are equal to any emergency. But great 
|| as Our prosperity is, and great as is the glory we 
have heretofore had, they will be still greater if 
we are but true to ourselves. Who, lookin 

through the vista of time—no matter how fruitfu 
| his imagination—no matter how sanguine his tem- 
fl perament—can tell of the power and glory of those 
| that will succeed us if this Union lasts? The 
South is in no danger from whatever they migh 
term the honest prejudices of the North, or the 
political fanaticism of the political demagogues of | 
| the North, if there be such, who may seek to 
| avail themselves of such fanaticism, if the South 
was true to itself, and stood together as one man 
to the territory we now hold, covered as it was 
|| with the wegis of protection which the Constitution | 
affords. They dare not pass a State line, or the’) 
|| Constitution will speak in a voice of authority. | 
|| Once assail us, and the laws will vindicate our | 
|| rights. But when a new element is brought into | 
| existence—when new States are to be brought in, | 
consisting of a territory equal, as the President || 
|| says, to the original thirteen States of this Union, |, 


| | 














|| by conquest, then an alarming element is created, 
which is calculated to frighten the most sanguine. | 

'| In the name of Heaven why was it that they were 
| willing to brave so much danger for such an ac- 
quisition? And an acquisition obtained by such | 
\yaneans! Were they not satisfied with the Consti+ || 
tution of the United States? Have we not terri-\ || 
jory enough to answer all the reasonable wants of \| 
uman society? Has not the Constitution given | 
to all the blessings which man can derive from }| 
| such an instrumentality? It was reared for im- /| 
|| mortality, if any work of man can aspire to sucly | 
|| an existence, but it might perish in an hour by 
| forgetfulness, corruption, or negligence. 
< What, then, is to be done? He asked southern || 
|| men and northern men, if the question should be 
|| forced upon them, what was to be done? The |} 
|| North is firm as the soil upon which her freemen 
tread: the South is imbued with indomitable cour- || 





‘| age, and feels impressed with the conviction that || 
|| their rights are invaded. What, then, is tobe the || 
result? One of two things: civil war with all its 
|| inconceivable evils, or the disruption of this Union. 
|| The cement which keeps us all together, ina Union 
which dispenses to alt everything that any contri- | 
vance of human society can dispense, is to be dis- 
|| solved; and this glorious and mighty republic, now 
| the pride and admiration of the world, will be 
broken into withered and scattered fragments; and 
all by suicidal hands. And all, I again repeat, for 
|| what? Because Mexico is unable to pay except || 
by a cession of territory which we will force from || 
| her at the point of_the bayonet, or failing in that, | 
| will buy a peace. / 
There were many considerations connected with 
|| this subject, which he had not time to touch upon | 
| now without trespassing on the indulgence of the |! 
|| Senate. He had buta word or two to say in con- 
clusion. He was sure the Senate and the public, 
| so far as they had taken an interest as to what his 
course was on this subject in this body, would do | 
him the justice to say, that by his votes as a United 
States Senator he had given a cordial and hearty 
support to the present Executive in conducting this 
war. He had done it, at the sacrifice of differing 
|| in some particulars from those with whom he was 
accustomed toagree. If he had subjected the mat- | 
ter to his judgment alone, perhaps he should have 
deferred to others; but his instincts were the other | 
|| way, and he followed them. They taught him | 
that the honor of the nation was involved; and he 
was determined that it should be vindicated. They 
taught him that the glory of our flag was about to 
be tarnished, and he resolved, so far as depended 
on him, that it should be rescued. He had voted 
twenty-three millions freely, and would continue 
and continue to vote with equal freedom and liber- 
ality for any and every measure the President may 
recommend, if accompanied by any reasons to sat- 
isfy him that they were necessary for the vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war. 

He had played no partisan game; nor had any 
|| Senator on his side of the Chamber, nor, he trust- 
He had known but 

one party—his country. He had consulted the in- 
|| terest’ and honor of but one party—the interest 
‘| and honor of his country; and he would continue 
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| talking it into a state of mystery. 


that course throughout this unha conflict; 
that same spirit which animated ects he cou 
to which he had alluded, had caused his heart 
leap with joy when he first heard the tidings o ? 
brilliant achievements of ourarms. But c 





blush for his country, if she persisted in exactions _ 


from a feeble, impoverished foe, which the 
would denominate rapine and plunder, We 
great and powerful, and therefore can afford to 
magnanimous; but our greatness and power hay 
for their lifeblood public virtue. Our lo and 
unexampled career of prosperity has been thes 
sult of public virtue; but let that virtue fail ag— 
weaken the moral sense of the nation—teach the 
lesson that the property of others ma be seized 
upon and confiscated—pander to the unbridled an 
of foreign acquisition,—and it was his opinion. 
he spoke it with reverence—as sure as hanne 
God in Heaven, who rewards virtue and punishes 
vice, SO sure is it that, sooner or later, His judge 
meats will be upon us in some awful calamity, 
Mr. CASS remarked that he did not rise tomake 
that speech—the speech the honorable Senator 
Maryland had so much pressed him to make, His 
honorable friend had paid him a good many com. 
pliments; some of them were righthanded, but 
some of them, Mr. C. feared, were rather 
handed. Were it not for the confidence he had in 
the good faith and judgment of the honorable Sen- 


| ator, his modesty would have suggested there 
' some little humor in what had been said viata 


outward gravity. However, he was bound to be- 
lieve he deserved it all. Mr. C. said the ae 


Senator had adjured him with unusual solemni 

to make a speech—to explain the amendment he 
had offered—adjured him by the highest moral and 
political considerations—by his duty topimself, to 
the Senate, to the country, to the world, and to 
posterity. He could hardly escape from such in- 
vocations. Still he would not make a. speech, at 


| any rate at that moment. His resolution 


to him so plain as to need no explanation. He 
who runs may read it. Its bearing lay upon-the 
very surface, and could only be roisundersaagie 


Mr. C, said he 
could not flatter himself that the world knew or 


|| cared much about him—an ignorance in which 


posterity would equally partake. Whether he 


| spoke or not, was a matter of the one 
e said) 


consequence to anybody but him. But ( 

he rose for a more serious object, and that was to 
put himself and his amendment right in the opinion 
of the Senator from Maryland. That honorable 
Senator had wholly misunderstood him. He seem- 
ed to suppose the amendment was desi to 
entrap some Senator who might be desirous of 
voting for the appropriation, but who could not vote 
for the declaration that Mexico commenced the 
war. No such unworthy purpose gave birth tohis 
proposition. So far from it, he himself should vote 


'| against it on the final question, should it supersede 
| the amendment of the Senator from Georgia. Mr. 


C. said he desired the naked appropriation, without 
any restriction as to its application, and he didnot 
design to encumber it with anything which would 
impede its passage. He was anxious for a cession 
of land, and he believed if the matter were left to 
the President, that a cession would be i 
satisfactory to the American people. In introdu- 
cing his proposition, he was merely desirous'to 
express his views of the subject as i 
guished from those of the Senator from Georgia. 
If a rider must be attached to the appropriation, he 
desired his own; but he desired still more that 
nothing of the kind should take place, believing it 
was wholly unnecessary, and might put to 
the viene itself.” 

Mr. MOREHEAD rose to address ghe Senate, 
but as the hour was late, he gave way for a motion 
to go into executive session. 


U. 8. CIRCUIT COURT IN NORTH CAROLINA, 


Mr. BADGER asked the Senate to indulge him 
for a few moments. He desired a small bill, whieh 
was on the table, to change the time of holding the 
term of the United States circuit court for the 
trict of North Carolina, to be taken up 


upon. He explained its object to be to prevent & 


conflict between the duty of the supreme court 
judge in North Carolina and Washington, in the 
District of Columbia. ¥ 
The bill was taken up by consent, and passed 
through.all its stages. 
The Senate then adjourned. 
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occur. Well, we have, then, not. 


4OUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 











in the volunteer army, was in such service or office 


rurpay, February under the United States as would exclude him from || clusive and unquestioned 
a of wtb ae ved, || 8 8eat in this House. This, he presumed, was the || Mv. Yell.is now a member from the § 
ores yesterday wasread and approved. | & 3: case of the kind since the organization of the ansas, fact of a 
YD introduced to the House Mr. Tuo- || Government; and in order that the House might || communicated, but the action of this E 


must preclude the gentleman who now p 


act understandingly, and that a correct precedent 
his credentials from taking his seat, at al 


EWTON, oe member elect from the 
might be set, he hoped that the whole case would 


te of Arkansas, vice Mr. Yeux, with the army 















; in Mexico. hen be fully investigated by a committee before the || for the present. ; 4 adage 
= _ Mr. GEORGE W. JONES rose to inquire of cuathelin was admitt toaseat. He presumed || The gentleman from Illinois, Baker ‘ale 
ve e Speaker whether there was any evidence be- || that the committee might report on Monday morn- || ter being absent during a part of the last session, 
nd fore the House that Mr. Yeu had resigned his || ing, and about half of this, ted himself. 
re eat ? . mn ‘Mr. HARPER briefly contended that the House || took his seat, and pase tind discharge his 
— “The SPEAKER said he held in his hand the || could not take cognisance of the question, nor the || official duties. The House, then, i ‘ 
he rtificate of the election of Tuomas W. Newron, subject-matter be referred to a committee, until the || principle, that Mr. Baker, after serving in the 
ed ; | Representative from the State of Arkansas. || gentleman claiming the seat had first been sworn. || for months, and still retaining his co i 
st. . The certificate seemed to be in due form. Bu? it Mr. GORDON said it was a public and noto- || entitled to his seat as a member of this body.. 

— gas bot a question for the Chair to decide as to || rious fact that Mr. Yell, now serving in the army || gentleman took his seat, disc ..arged his duties, 
71 right of the gentleman to a seat. of the United States in Mexico, had not taken his || ceived his emoluments, and did every thing 
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ler a suggestion by Mr. GRAHAM, that it 

oper for the House to proceed in due form, 
nd that this was not the time to determine upon 
enght of Mr. Newron to a seat— 


. GEORGE W. JONES offered the follow- 


i ution : 
poled, That Tuomas W. Newron, having 


» 


f erédentials of his election as a member 
this House from the State of Arkansas, and the 
having received no information of the death, 

or disqualification of Ancuipatp YELL, 
elected and qualified a member of the 
Congress, the said credentials be referred to 
Committee of Elections, and that the said com- 
fee report thereon at the earliest practicable 







Mr. J. (very imperfectly heard) was understood 
= he hoped this resolution would be adopt- 
ed. Suppose that Archibald Yell, whom the House 
well knew was a member at the last session, (having 
beenelected for the 29th Congress,) should present 
himself here to-morrow, or perhaps fifteen minutes 
Mr. Newton should have been qualified and 

his seat, what aspect of things would this 
t nt? There would be two members 
to fill one seat. We all know that Mr. 
had been present during the greater portion of 
‘the last session; that he had exercised all the rights 






- @famember of the House, and that no objection 


had been made. All he (Mr. J.) desired was, that 
the matter might be looked into. If there was a 


seat in this House during the present session. It 
was also a public and notorious fact—of which the 
House was bound to take notice—that the State of 


| 


that 
was incumbent on him todo in the ca of 
Representative of the People. How, _ cant 
the House now turn round, on the precedent which 


Arkansas had held an election, into which both || it has itself established by its own solemn act, 
political parties entered, and that one of the candi- | admit another member from the State of Arkan- 


dates had been declared duly elected, and was now 
here with his credentials. 
fore, to receive him in the first instance, he having 
been elected. 
tion. The Committee on Elections would take up 


But this diu not decide the ques- | 


| 


e were bound, there- | 


i 
| 


} 
| 
} 


the subject, and make a report to the House, upon | 


which the House would act. 
was made out, and therefore this gentleman should 
be allowed to take his seat. The Democratic party 
could well afford to let him do so. They were in 
a strong, an overwhelming majority in this House, 
and could afford to be magnanimous, since no vote 
which the gentleman could give could thwart this 
Government in the adoption of the great measures 
of its policy. The Committee on Elections could 
then investigate the matter, and if the gentleman 
should be found not entitled to his seat, the House 
could turn him out. 


Prima facie, the case | 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. THOMASSON moved to amend the reso- | 
lution of Mr. Jones, by striking out all after the | 


word ‘‘resolved,” and inserting the following: 


of Arkansas, be sworn as a member, and take his seat, and 


that the credentials of his election he referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Elections.” 


| 


i} 


| 
“ That Thomas W. Newton, who now presents his cre- H 
dentials of election as a member of Congress from the State | 





sas? 8 
I regret that this question has been presented; 
and I feel bound, mont the circumstances of the 
case, and especially after the observations of the 
gentleman from New York, to take the course 
which my remarks indicate. Let what will come, 
I shall endeavor to carry out the principles of the 
Constitution. 
One word more. I learn that the Legi 
of the State of Arkansas has declared that 
was a vacancy. I do not know that fuet; but if it 
is true that the absence ofa member of this House, 
for a longer or shorter period, authorizes the Le- 
gislature of his State to declare his seat-vacant, 
and to fill it, I think it probable that, before the 
adjournment, there may be some two, or 
perhaps half a dozen, cases of gentlemen t- 


|| Ing themselves here to fill seats already occupied. 


Mr. RATHBUN was desirous, he said, to bri 
this discussion to a close; and, with that view, 
would offer an amendment: but 

Mr. GORDON (to whom the floor had been 
awarded) said the gentleman from Alabama {Mrv 
Hovsren] could not have listened to his 
ment, or he would not have submitted the spate 
he had. He (Mr. G.) had stated that it was a 


Sar of course the gentleman who now pre- Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON said, that the || fact, as public and notorious as the session of this. 
sented himself would take his seat. But until the || sentiments expressed by the gentleman from New || Congress, that Mr. Yell wasnow se in Mex- 
point of fact was settled, he (Mr. J.) did not sup- || York [Mr. Gorpon] were altogether worthy of || ico, and that he had not attended here ‘this 
pose that the House, in justice to itself or the || him, and magnanimous, if the House were to view || session—— : : : trakhae 
country, could permit this gentleman to take a || this matter in a party aspect. Butgentlemen well Mr. HOUSTON, (interposings) I did not con- 
seat to which, so far as his (Mr. J.’s) information || knew that a constitutional question of great mo- || trovert those things atall. — fj 
extended, another gentleman was, to all intents and || ment intervened, and that anything like magna-|| Mr. GORDON, (continuing.) _ That an election 
— entitled, | nimity or liberality must yield to the consideration || had been held, in which both political con- 
. DOBBIN said he would state, in answer || of that question. || curred that the seat was vacant; and held that 


to the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Jones,] that this subject had already been 
referred to the Committee on Elections. That 
reference had originated in the discussion which 
took a few weeks ago in relation to the 
ion of the late member from Illinois [Mr. 
-} The chairman of the committee, under 
ions, reported a resolution requesting 

ie President of the United States to inform this 
House whether any of the members of the present 
Congress had received any appointments in the 
or held any office under the Government of 

q ed States. He (Mr. D.) understood that 
President had already sent in a message which 
bad been ordered to be printed; as soon as that 
had been done, the message could come before the 
» and they would be prepared to report 

case. In fact, if the message had been on 

tables this morning, he had no doubt that the 
would be prepared to report to-morrow. 

The subject had already been discussed there, and 
that the members of the committee had 











The question, then, had nothing of a party char- 
acter in it, and had nothing to do with the party 
divisions of this House. If the gentleman who 
presented himself here as the Representative from 


the State of Arkansas was duly entitled to his | 


seat, he (Mr. H.) cared not what his political sen- 
timents might be, he should have his seat. But 
was it not very evident that there could not be two 


representatives from the same district on this floor | 


at the same time? and if that were true, (as no 
gentleman would deny,) how could this House 
tell, how could it know, that there was a vacancy 
at the time of the election of the gentleman who 
now presented himself here and claimed the seat ? 
We know (continued Mr. H.) that at the first 
session of this Congress—at its organization—the 
State of Arkansas, which constitutes one Congres- 
sional district, was represented by Governor Yell, 
who then presented the proper credentials. I ask 
ou, Mr. Speaker, and I ask this House, whether 
r. Yell has resigned? We all know—for it isa 
proposition that no man will gainsay for a mo- 


| 
| 








this made out a prima facie case, and entitled the 
entleman to take his seat; that then the case could: 
be investigated; and that, if he should be found 
not entitled to his seat, the House could turn him 
out. But he (Mr. G.) entertained no doubt as.to: 
what would be the result on the question of his 
being entitled to his seat. vi 
Mr. DOUGLASS rose, he said, merely to in- 
oie re the — aoe the ee of the 
nited States not morning, by m 
announced the fact that Mr. Yell was a sdnaied 
volunteers now serving in Mexico? e 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware 
such a communication has been made this morn~ 
ing. Some days ago the President did send ina 
communication on this subject. _ " 
Mr. DOUGLASS. Announcing the fact that 
Mr. Yell was commanding a regiment of voluntezrs 
in Mexico? 
The SPEAKER. To the best of the recollec- 
tion of the Chair, itis so. But the Chair speaks’ 
from recollection only. 


A 6 made their opinions. ment—that if the resignation of a member of this Mr. DOUGLASS. . That being the fact, I hope 
on oc ONES said he understood that the House || body takes place, the fact is communicated to the the sentens will be sworn in. 
did call, in substance, for the information designa- Speaker, and, through him, to the House. No r. BURT inquired of the er whether the 
P ted by the a from North Carolina, {Mr. || such communication has been made; and, there- || communication referred to set the fact that a 
» = Dosw. } t that had no reference to a par- || fore, it is perfectly clear, to my mind, that Mr. Yell || vacancy had oceurred ? “ 
ed } ticular case. It was a general inquiry whether || has not resigned his seat. In what other way can The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the 
a on had received an appointment under || a vacancy occur except by resignation? Only by || certificate of election. : ur # 
“UU ¢ General Government, and, if so, the fact was || the death of the sitting member. Has that event The Clerk did so. It simply recites that an elee- 
he oe ee reported to this House. It might be that || occurred? If it had, it would have been commv- || tion had: been held, and that Mr. Newton had been 
Ms Re Yell had not received any appointment || nicated in the same manner. It is unusual, it is || elected for the unexpired term of Mr. Yell.” = 
ed the General Government. Of course, then, unprecedented. I believe no case can be found || Mr. BURT. I would inquire whether it is the 
; resolution could not refer to him; and, accord- || where a vacancy has occurred in which this fact —— of the House, when one of its members - 
. ‘to his (Mr. J.’s) present impression, neither || has not been communicated to the House. Nor, accepted a disqualifying commission or officey 


- Yell, nor any other gentleman who held office '' under the practice of the House can such a vacancy " to inform the Governor of the State of which he is. 








PY Sayre 





-of that fact? He apprehended it || the United States service, he is subject to the rules 

was 3 and articles: of war—to all laws we enact in- 
The The ice usually, bat not || cluding them—this determines the officer to be 

ps observed, is, that the Governor of the State || ours, the officer of the United States pro hde vice. 


the House of the resignation of the mem- 


ber. 
Mr. RATHBUN that the certificate | 


| 


A State militia officer, mustered into the United 
States service, ipso facto becomes an officer of the 
United States, and so continues until discharged 


j 


under the broad seal of the State of Arkansas did | from that service. If an officer of the United | 


not state the fact indicated by the gentleman from '| States, it is clear he is not qualified to hold a seat 


}° 


South Carolina, [Mr. Burr,] that a vacancy had 


eceurred. It y> ** to fill the unexpired 
term,” without setti any faet of resignation 
or vasancy. Now, question whether the seat 
was vacated by the aeceptance of a disqualifying 
office, had not been dveided by the House. It was 
bere the Committee on Elections, and the gen- | 
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. Doss] had 


stated that the committee would probably be ready 


to on this question on Monday, and advise 
de House of its judgment. To say the least, it | 


was-a nice question, whether the disqualification || 


had taken place; it was one upon which gentlemen 


were not red: to vote without discussion or | 
examination. The gentleman from [Illinois [Mr. 
Baker} stook isely in the same position with |) 


i 


Governor Yell; yet the House recognised him as a | 


a as'to his.right, holding the same office || 
as vir. 


Yell; and if it was a disqualification in one 

case, it was so in another. 
With a view to bring the House to a disposition 
of ‘pe present question, be proposed an amend- | 
ment to the resolution. [We have not this amend- 


ment, which Mr. R. subsequently withdrew; but || Mr. C. said, from what he had said it would be | 


we believe it contemplated setting forth the fact that | 
the House had no information of the occurrence of 
a vacancy in the State of Arkansas. ] 

And’ Mr. R. moved the one question. 


— was no secon 
some remarks by Mr. WOODW ARD— 


the twenty-eighth ss vacated every seat in 
the House of Representatives. At the commence-_ 
ment of the present (the twenty-ninth) Congress, 
Archibald Yell, red from the State of Arkan- 
sas, which is entitled to only one member in this 
branch of Co » was qualified, and took his 
seat. It is not now pretended that Mr. Yell was 
not rly admitted, and. therefore entitled to | 
serve during the whole of the twenty-ninth Con- | 

. These being the facts, a gentleman (Mr. 
Rowton) now comes here, and claims to be en- | 
titled to a seat—not by contesting or questioning 
Mr, Yeli’s.election, or his rightful admission here | 
as a member at the time, but on the ground that | 
Mr. Yell is disqualified by his having accepted | 
the office of colonel in a regiment of volunteers now 
in the service of the United States. 

This presents. the question, whether there is a | 
vacancy? For if there be.no vacancy, the present | 
applicant, it is clear, cannot be admitted, as there | 
ean be no election unless there is a vacancy; and, 
also, who is to determine the fact of a vacancy? | 
Upon each of these questions he proposed to offer | 
a few remarks. 
- Now, sir, said Mr C.,on reference to the Con- | 
stitation of the United States, (rt. 1. sec. 2, Ist | 
clause, ) it will be perceived that the tenure ofa mem- 
ber of this, House is two. years. Governor Yell, | 
then, being * 


oa when elected and admitted 
a member of thi 


House at the commencement of 


has vacated the. office: by his death, resignation, 
or commiting some act of disqualification. 
not pretended he is dead, or that he has resign- | 
ed; The grounds upon which it is contended a 
vacancy has been created are, that Governor Yell 


It is:! 


| 
} 


has. accepted the appointment of colonel in a regi- | 


ment of volunteers in the service of the United. 


men-ber. He remained here some days, without || 


|| After some remarks by Mr. DOUGLASS— 

|| Mr. SCHENCK said there were two questions, 
| which might arise for the consideration of the 
|| House; not necessarily connected, or involved in 


|| ing his seat. 


; || of volunteers? 
the present Congress, is yet a member, unless he | 


States. Is this an act of disqualification? and if so, 
who is todeclarethe vacancy? Whois to find the | of the military. force of the country by State legis- 


facts and pronounce the judgment? 
Mr. ©. said he camel 
was one of di ification. There 


in the service of the United States, was not 


an officer of the United States.in the meaning of | unteer force owes its ve 
the Constitution, but an officer of the State under || very beginning in the ak 


whose laws he was appointed, and from whose Ex-. | 
ecutive he received his; commiasion. These gen- | 
tlemen look to the authority: whence the appoint- 
ment and commission emanatea, to determine the 
pew we of the.officer-—I, to the.service. It is the 





thes determines whose officer he is, If in || war," but it is declared that they. “ shall: be in. all. | 





that: the office alluded to | 
are those, sir, | 


| 
| 


| 
} 
' 


n this floor.—(Con. U. S., art. 1, see. 7, clause 2.) 
Who is to determine this fact? If Governor 


|| Yell is not now a member, it is because he has dis- 


| qualified himself since his election and admission 
here to a seat. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Woopwarp] contends, that as the Con- 
stitution declares, in case of vacancy, that the Ex- 


| 


ecutive authority of the State in which the vacancy | 
occurs shall issue the writ of election, that there- | 


fore the Executives of the States are to determine || House and asa colonel of volunteers. There 


the fact of vacancy, and that in this instance the 
| Executive of the State of Arkansas has determined 
| the matter by ordering an election and giving a cer- 
tificate to the present applicant. I apprehend, sir, 
this is a matter of ** qualification,” and on turning 
to the Constitution, (art. 1, sec. 5, clause 1,) I find 
that “each House shall be the judge of the elec- 
| tion returns and qualifications of its own members.”’ 


| tion by Mr. Yell. If there be any such commis- 


| sion, the gentleman being a member of this House, || the truant member; the soldiers would insist u 


this House must judge of such act passed upon it, 
| and if they find the fact, declare the vacancy. 


understood, that if Mr. Yell has occupied the office 


|| referred to, he was prepared to vote it one of dis- 


qualification and the office vacant, and admit the 
present applicant to his seat upon the Executive 
certificate. 


desired and hoped the matter would go to the Com- 
| mittee on Elections, to ascertain and re 
| facts to the House, that they might act understand- 
ingly. 


each other, however; and only one of which they 
were now called upon to decide. The one was the 


| arise, whether he would be entitled to hold it, 


| either as against Colonel Yell or any other contest- 
ant who might hereafter appear. 


| ticipate a decision upon the latter inquiry. On that 
| point, though, his own mind was fully made up. He 
believed that the former member, by the acceptance 
of his commission as colonel, and entering the 
army and: service of the Government, in that ca- 
pacity, was “holding an office under ghe United 
States,’’ and had. disqualified himself from retain- 
This had been distinctly decided 
| even in the case of a major of militia, in: the in- 
stance of John P. Van Ness, of New York, cited 


|| by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Gra- | 


| wam.] If true in such a case, how much more 
} 





This corps of volunteers was an 
| anomalous sort of force in its character; and there 


|| nearly to the militia or to the regular army, or 


identified with either of them. But these are facts. 


|| The militia is organized under the laws and insti- | 


| tutions and: authority of the several States, and 
| when called: into service, is called with its com- 


| plete organization upon it into the employment of 
| the General Government. 


| lation only. And yet, as we have seen, a militia 
| officer, when in the service of the National Gov- 
| ernment, was unanimously held by this House of 


} 


feited his right to sitasa member. But the vol- 


| act. of last session originated and created that part 


ed, provided, paid by: the Federal. Government; 
and, by the: — terms of that. act; they are, not 
only made ‘subject to the rules. and. articles: of 





If there be a vacancy, it is because of disqualifica- | 
|| tion—the commission of some act of disqualifica- 


But as we have not been officially in- | 


| formed that the facts exist as stated, Mr. C. || 
Mr, COTTRELL said that the termination of || 


'} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


i 


|| and legislative. 





( _alties greatly differ. 
rt the || 






respects, except as to clothing and placed o i 
the same fi with simailar corps ‘of the Unies ee 


States army.’ + aa a 
The honorable gentleman from Tinois [Mp 
Doverass] has clearly stated and argued this view 
of the subject, and I will not follow it up, 
House will remember that I presented the same. 
views, and made the argument somewhat more at 
large, some weeks ago, when I took occasion to 
offer a resolution of reference and inquiry in the 
case of Colonel Baker. Neither will I now j 
as might be done if that branch. of the qe 
were necessarily under consideration, upon the 
utter incompatibility of the two offices—military 
Only take one illustration of the 
manner in which they might conflict. Sy pose, ° 


at the same time, the gentleman formerly here from 
Arkansas should be claimed as a member of this 


be a call of the House which would require ang 
enforce his appearance here; while, by his. supe- 
rior in command in the army, he should be ordered 
to march to the storming of Monterey or San Luis, 
Who should he obey? The duties could not be 
both performed. If he disobeyed us, we should 
have him in the crstody of the Sergeant-at-Arms; 
if he disobeyed General Taylor, he would be march- 
ed under arrest, in charge of a file or platoon of gol. 
diers! There would be er strife and eontro- 
versy! The Sergeant-at-Arms would hold on to 


their forcible possession and control of the 
of the deserting colonel! It would be more than q 
case where ‘‘doctors disagree.” It is pretty certain 


| that our legislative authority and interests-would 


| be the most likely to suffer, and be di rdedj 
| To say nothing of the stronger impulecnel Gilight 


try, which would be so likely to lead the colonel to 
the field where glory was to be won, the contest 
would be a very unequal one. The enforcing pen- 
The House would but fine 
the absentee, or at most censure him for 


| of its authority: a court martial might order him 


| tobe shot. Here was a difficulty not to be 
reconciled upon any supposition that the 


right of Mr. Newron, the member elect, to take | 
his seat; the other might or might not afterwards | 


Soseth 


| ces—the two services, military and civil—are at all! 


| compatible. 


But Mr. S. had said he would not 


‘argue the disqualification of Colonel ¥ell to hold 


his seat at this time. He would be glad if that 
question, as well as the right of Mr. Newton to 
take the seat, could at once be settled by a direct 
vote of the House. It was a question which in- 


|| volved the independence of Congress—its indepen 
| : . . 
|| dence of Executive encroachment or intrusion. He 


Fe || was sorry that the Committee of Elections, to which 
lt was not necessary perhaps at this time to an- | 


his resolution, suggested by Colonel Baker’s case, 
had referred the inquiry, had not yet found time to. 
report. He had hoped they would do so before 
this case from Arkansas, which was also anticipa- 
ted at the time of offering that resolution hadcome: . 
up. He hoped they would yet report. — 

But let all that pass now. The immediate ques 
tion to be resolved is, the right of Mr. Newton to 


| take his seat at this time, upon the credentiale 


| forcibly would both the letter and the reason of || 
|| the constitutional prohibition apply to an officer 


which he has presented. He thought there-could 
be no reasonable doubt of that right—eertainly’ 
none, if respeet was to be paid to the uniform prac 
tice of the House in all time heretofore. . 
Mr. S. agreed with the honorable gentleman 


‘| from South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp,) that, 
| while this House was the exclusive judge, 


|| might be doubt yet whether it was allied most | 


It is created, as a part | 


| 


who hold that an officer of volunteers of this grade, || Representatives, in a former Congress, to have for- | 


ry existence, and. has. its | 
ation of Congress, The: | 


of the present existingarmy. They are-employ- | 








the Constitution, of ‘the election returns and 
ualifications” of its own members, therewasa 
ifference between that and the judgment as'to the. 

existence of a vacancy. In this instance, 

was no question either as to the election, the return, 

or the qualifications, of Mr. Newton. Those points’ 


| were all undisputed. But was therea aaa 


poi 
it 
the representation of his State to be filled? ’ 
he sont not agree with the gentleman from South 
Carolina, that this House had: no. judgment atall: 
in that matter to be exercised. “There seemed 
to him (Mr. 8.) to be a concurrent power of deci~ 
ding that point in the State authorities and in the: 
House. He thought that while the authorities of 
a State were to determine upon ordering an: 
tion to fill a vacancy in their representation: heres. . 
and thus must necessarily judge's to the existence) 
of that vacancy, this House was, to —— 
tent, to judge whether there was.a vacant seat t 
be filled: Resignations were seldom, if ever, an» 
nounced to the House, but were made to the-Gows 
ernors:of the States; and so it was-mostlikely to: 
be, whenever vacancies: oceurred: from apy: other 
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a vas not necessary, any more than it was 
or 


- 


v 


———_—_—_——— Pct Re Tee SS 


House never certified vacancies to the 
in whose representation here they occurred. 
usual, 
And it was never surely intended, or to 
ded, that upon such failure to certify, 
district should go unrepresented. If 
were so, it would be in the rr _ a mem- 

leaving the country, or possi expa- 
my himself, cicading iadeie to = thea 
Betment, or otherwise disqualifying himself, 
ing or refusing to resign, or to even give 
, to the House or its Speaker, to deprive his 
ituents of all benefit of representation. The 

ates, and State authorities, and people, must be 
expected to look after their own right of represent- 

- ation, and keep it full. For this a. they 
must look to vacancies when théy should happen 






in that ntation, and hold elections to supply 
them. They might be trusted, they always had 
been trusted, to do this. 


And yet the House must 
exercise, to some extent, a ialemsat also in the 

‘ e 
Tn this view, he saw no difficulty in the objec- 
tion which troubled some gentlemen, that if left so 
far to the States or State authorities to judge, two 
members or more might be sent to fill the same 
gat. Not so; or if such a case did arise, it could | 
no practical difficulty. Take the instance | 
+ gow in hand, to illustrate. The State of Arkansas | 
i one Congressional district. Mr. Yell 
{now Colonel Yell) was elected and sent here to 
represent the people of that State at the commence- 
ment of this Congress last session. Suppose he 
were here in his seat yet, instead of that seat be- 
ing empty, as it is, and Mr. Newton were to come 
ooh be certificate from the Governor of Arkan- 
as, accrediting him asa successor to fill the unex- 
pired term of Mr. Yell. The seat being occupied, | 
the House would take notice of that fact. ere, 
then, would be two gentlemen, each with creden- 
tials from the proper authority, each of the cer- 
i upon its face, and containing prima 
facie evidence of the right to the seat. The House | 
must determine between these proofs. The pre- 
swnption would clearly be in favor of the sitting 
member—the occupying claimant—and the oldest 
title; the title-papers being otherwise the same and | 
of equal validity. 
Was upon such superior presumption that the | 
House was continually acting. The first intima- | 


tion—at least, the first official intimation—the first || 


information upon the record which this House | 


generally had of a vacancy, was the appearance of 
& successor to fill the unexpired term-of the former 


incumbent. It was so always in case of a death | 


ofa member during the recess. Take the case 
in this Congress by the death of a mem- 


bersrom Alabama, (Mr. McConnell.] Hissucces- || 


sor {Mr. Bowpon] appeared here, at the first of 
Session, with credentials just like those of Mr. 
Newton, and was permitted, as he should have 
» and as a matter of course, to take his seat; | 


and some days afterward, according to usual cus- || 


tomand courtesy, that gentleman made the first 
announcement of the death of his predeces- 


sor, which had made the vacancy for him to-fill. || 


Another honorable gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
RELL;] he thought, had been peculiarly un- 
in putting himself forward as an objector 
ih Mr. Newron’s admission. That ontlaien 
Mr. Corrrens) had made as able and Ingenious 
an argument against the right of the member elect 
asthe case was capable of; but did it not occur to 
him that his own case was an instance directly 
a. him? He (Mr. Corrre.z] had been elect- 
tofill a vacancy pomningio this tery Congress 
by the resignation of Mr. Yancey; and the first 

) notice of that resignation, and the only no- 
tice, was contained in the certificate from the Gov- | 

enor of his State, which the gentleman himself 

ted, and upon which, without a question, 

been allowed to fill the vacant seat. 

the gentleman, (Mr. Corrrent,] upon his 

. 8.) suggesting this to him while he was speak- 
saw that the authority of his own case was | 
against him, and sought to get rid of it by | 
g, that if he was improperly admitted, it was 
RO Feagon why Mr. Newton should be. “Two 
Hot Gata he said, ‘could never make a right.” 
Mr. S.) though two wrongs—nor any 
number of wrongs—can ever make a right, yet 
Surely a great many right decisions, uniformly 
_ and concurred in through a long succession 
ever since the organization of the 


















|| General, of the names of members of Congress 
| who had received commissions and been mustered || 
into the service of the United States, that Archi- || 
bald Yell was amongst the number. \ 

{ 


| had never claimed a dollar since. 
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Government and’ Cong t to be consid- 
ered as settling the practice the law, if ever 
any question could be settled. Such was the ac- 
tion of the House in at least two other instances at 
this session of Congress. He alluded to the 
cases of Colonel Price, of Missouri, and Colonel 
Davis, of Mississippi, whose successors had been 
admitted to their seats here without question, and 
only upon the proof of vacancy contained in the 
fact of their own election, and in the credentials 
which they had produced. Cases might be multi- 

lied without end. The prima facie case in such 
instances had always been considered sufficient 


| and conclusive as.to the right to take the seat, what- 


ever — follow afterwards upon the question as 
to whether a vacancy had existed to be filled or 
not. The State determines that for itself, and 
sends the successor, and the House acts upon the 
weight of presumption which then arises in favor of 
the member elect. 

Now, what were the presumptions in this case? 
Here was Mr. Newton, presenting himself with 
proper and authentic credentials, in due form, re- 
citing the vacancy which he was elected to fil. It | 
was all the proof we wanted—all the case he need- 
ed to make out. The proof and presumption of | 
vacancy was all in his favor; and there was no 
sufficient presumption to oppose against that cer- 
tificate and his right derivél under it. It was true 
the House knew that the seat had formerly been 
held by Mr. Yell. But that was all. The House 
now knew that the seat was in fact empty; that | 





| Mr. Yell had left his place in fact before the end of 


last session, sometime in June or July, perhaps, 
and had never occupied the seat sinee. It hap- | 
pened to be notorious, also, whether we had or had | 
not yet official knowledge of the fact, that he had 
become acolonel in the service of the Government, | 
and was now with the army in Mexico. More- 
over, it was also the fact, he believed, in the case 
of Colonel Price, that he had settled with the Ser- 





geant-at-Arms for his pay as a member of Congress || 


up to the day of his leaving here last session, and 


like some other gentleman, in like case, continued 


to draw his pay as a memher, after the time of his || 
But it was unnecessary to || 


leaving Washington. 
multiply these presumptions in favor of the vacan- 
ey. In the absence of Colonel Yell, the certificate 
of the Governor of Arkansas presented by Mr. 
Newton, was enough, and was to be taken as evi- 
dence of the fact. 
were only cumulative proof for the House to con- 
sider, if necessary, corroborating the fact establish- 


ed by the production of these last credentials. i 
Mr. S coucluded, by expressing a hope that the |; 


House would not, by refusing Mr. Newton his 
seat, or to be admitted to be sworn in immediate- 


to distur 
long-settled practice of this House. 

[It now appeared by an official statement made 
in reply toa call of the House by the Adjutant 


As soon as this document was read, members 
withdrew all opposition. } 

he previous question was moved by Mr. 
NORRIS, and seconded. The main question was | 
ordered. The amendment of Mr. TuHomassow was 
agrond to; and thus amended, the resolution was 
adopted. 

r. Newron was then qualified and took his | 


|| Davis, of Kentacky, in the chiair,) 2 2 rool 
to 


He had not, |} 
i|| ‘The CHAIR decided that, so far-as Mr. We 


These other circumstances || 


|| would send his remarks, intended to 
ly, do anything that might look like a disposition || 
, a wholesome, reasonable, clear, and | 







On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the B 
solved iteelf into Pee ae 


the consideration of the bills on the private cal- 
endar. aan? 
Mr. SEAMAN moved that all the bills on 
ca tng el a a 
oO iel D. Tompkins, 
and that that bill E cute up and me 
Mr. COBB inquired of the Chair if the motion 
| Was in order? 
The CHAIRMAN decided that it was. se 
Mr. COBB appealed from the decision of the 


Chair. ‘ 
qasation on the appeel being ph, Ge 





e Chair was 


The question was then put on postponing, and 


|| NO quorum voted. < 


e committee rose, and the CHAIRMAN re- 
ported the fact to the House. : 

_" Mr. SEAMAN moved that the House again re- 
| solve itself into Commitiee of the Whole. i 


| Mr. DANIEL moved a call, which, being a 
| priviliged motion, was first put, and decided by 
"Tenedh hangetetivael i 

ne call being re a appearing, 
| the House ath resolved i inte Commities 
of the Whole, (Mr. Davas, of >in the 


| Chair,) and proceeded to consider the bills on the 
private calendar, 


Mr. SEAMAN now withdrew his motion to 


stpone. 

ad the bill first on the calendar, for the relief 
of the heirs of Lieutenant Thomas Wishart was 
taken up and . . an 
| Mr. T. JOHN moved that the bill be repo 

| to the House, with the recommendation ‘it do 
| 

| 








not pass. ‘ 
PERSONAL. 


Mr. WENTWORTH rose and commenced to 
| read some remarks. : 


Mr. KENNEDY rose to a question of ‘ 


wort had spoken, his remarks were in order. 
|, Mr. WENTWORTH again commenced to reail 
ene Me KENNEDY again called to order, and 
ut Mr, KE? in ca 
| the CHAIR decided the remarks of Mr. Wen- 
| woRTH not pertinent to the subject before the 
| House, and therefore out of order. a 
| Some further conversation ensued between Mr, 
| WENTWORTH, Mr. KENNEDY, and other: 
| during which— 
Mr. WENTWORTH said, that in Smee 
| of not being permitted to proceed in his speech, he 
be spoken, to 
the press for publication. 
These remarks are as follows: 


| 

| 

| 

| ‘or making a speech in defence of ay "8 
upon three questions, viz: improvement of harbor 

| and rivers, a tax upon tea and coffee, and the ex- 

| clusion of slavery from Territories where none 

now exists, I was grossly assaulted by the editor 

of the Union. This was an attack not only upoi 

me, but upon the people whom I now ese 

| Thad voted for harbor and river 


|| before my last triumphant reélection, as had 
|| of the most distinguished gentlemen 


n in the Demo- 
‘ eratic party. Among them J notice even a Demo- 
| cratic member from the President’s own | 
|{Mr. Sranron.] In addition to the approval ¢ 
my immediate constituents, I send you to be read 
Legisla- 





seat. 
COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 

The Senate notified the House, by their Secre- 
tary, of their disagreement to the amendment of 
the House to their amendment to the bill to raise 
for a limited time an additional military force, and 


for other purposes, and asked a conference on the | 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses; and that 
they had appointed Messrs. Dix, Crirrenpen, 
and Cass, conferees on their part. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, 

Resolved, That the House insist on their amend- 
ments to the amendments of the Senate; and that 
a Committee of Conference on the part of the 
House be appointed. 

And Mr. Boyp, Mr. Morss, and Mr. J. R. Ix- 
GERSOLL, were appointed to conduct the conference 
on the part of the House. 


| the following recent instructions from the 
| ture of Illinois: 


Resolved hy the Senate, (the S n i 
That our Sentloes ta the dete of the 
structed our — be ies their 
best exertions to procure present. passage 
on ei ar Ke een 
ment of the J ppl , and the tal 


cor pentoeeaatioen in cuaeen., “i 
our , ,* 
“NEWTON | 
« Speaker of the House of Roppenbtaltei 
“JOSEPH H. 


« Speaker of the Se 
I had always been for free tea and free 
and i re I spoke by the tariff quasea tan 


told my constituents, and they sustained me. 


upon my resolution I was sustained by a m 
of the Democratic party of this House. At the 
last session, the Democratic chairman of the Dem- 


|| ocratic Committee of Ways and Means moved to 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































strike out the tea and coffee tax, and pra ig 
cratic of Representatives concu wit 
Phat Commitee of Ways and Means, still 
operatic, refuses to report the tea and coflee 
tax. Of the five members upon that committee, 
three of them voted for my resolution. 

Talk as you please about letters here from, per- 
sons of my district, hoping to whine themselves 
into office by misrepresenting public sentiment 
there, I must be permitted to say that 1 have let- 
ters—an immense quantity of them, too—from men 
of all classes, from laborers, farmers, mechanics, 


&e., the bone and sinew of the Democracy, sus- | 


taining me. Here is the way they talk; I will read 
but one: 


“TI cannot close this note without bearing testimony to | 


the opinions you have won for yourself from al! par- 
ties in the noble stand you have taken in relation to 
the odious tea and coffee tax. 
resolution. The poor will bless you for it.” 
Sir, I can show the names to my letéers. I shelter 
myself behind no anonymous correspondence. 
e Wilmot proviso also received my support 


before my last election, as it did that of an over- | 


whelming majority of the Democrats from the non- 
slaveholding States of this Union. 


trines of that proviso. Those instructions from 

New York and Pennsylvania just arrived had on! 

—— votes opposition in both Houses in both 
tates. 


The cry that this proviso should come up as a | 
separate bill, on its own merits, is as deceptive as | 
was the kiss of Judas. Its friends have tried every 
honorable means to bring it before the House, and || 
they still are anxious to take it up by itself; and | 


then; when both Houses have passed it, and the 
President has signed it, its friends will be the last 
to embarrass the three million proposition. 


ed into the Union ahead of Oregon by a like de- 
ceptive cry. That secured, half of Oregon was 
given away. When northern men objected to so 


much slave power in Texas, the cry was, ‘‘ Ore- | 
of Oregon is | 


gon will balance it!” Now, hal Q 
gone to Great Britain, and the slave-power claims 
the balance. 
was purely sectional. And yet, with the fact star- 


ing us in the face that the Senate committee have | 


moved to strike out the free clause in the Oregon 
bill, we are again asked to “lie low and keep 
dark”? upon the subject of slavery in California. 
I will do no such thing. On the contrary, I pro- 
claim the alarm to the North, and tell it that, whilst 


the Wilmot proviso passed this House at the last || 


session, there is danger, great danger, that the 

Herculean efforts made here to defeat it will pre- 

vail. The ayes and noes upon Mr. Kino’s prop- 

osition show its fate when taken by itself; and 

it now must go wtih the three million bill, or free 
r is shut out of the Californias forever. 

My offence hath ‘‘ this extent, no more.’’ The 
assault upon me is generally believed to have been 
intended for others through me. Injure me it 
could not, as I am reélected, even if my constituents 
thought otherwise upon the points. But there are 
Democrats entertaining similar opinions who are 
candidates for reélection. 1 was perhaps selected 
as the originator of the anti-tax resolution, and the 
maker of the first speech in defence of it. 
og I stood out as a mark for my opponents, 
li 


e Saul among the prophets, head and shoulders | 


above the rest. My time lasts as long as that of the 


present Administration does—an Administration | 


that I have never attacked unless my independence 
as a legislator in opposing measures upon which I 
was pledged before I came here may be so consid- 
ered. If to vote against the measures recommended 
in any instance by the Administration be to oppose 
it, then there stands not one, no not one, as the 
journals will show, out of this opposition. To men- 


tion one more instancein the Tennessee Democratic | 


delegation, I have recently had my attention called 


to the fact that two others [ Messrs. Jones and Mar- || 
pa boited at the last session on the Attorney Gen- || 


question, as recommended by the President. 


I said the other day that I should support Mr. || 


Polk, any member of his Cabinet, or any other 


Democrat who should be the nominee of the next || 
Baltimore Convention, and those constituents of || the very last letter of General Jackson. That ex- | 


That was a noble deed, that | 








The most of | 
the free States have instructed their Senators and | 
requested their Representatives to support the doc- | 


I call | 
upon men making this cry to show their sincerity | 
now while they have an opportunity, and I prom- | 
ise to aid them. I remember that Texas was rush- || 


Look at the vote in this House! It || 





In this | 
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of these very sentiments, stand pledged to give that 
nominee a greater number and a er majority 
than any other district in the United States. As 
to who shall be the nominee I have no opinion 
now, and, if I had, I would do nothing to bias the 


judgment of the people in their conventions. And 


whilst I say this, I add that it is a notorious fact, 
that the ablest champions of the tea and coffee tax 
are opposed to having any convention at all to 
nominate a President, and will not agree to abide 


| its decision. A larger number still will not agree 
to any nomination unless made by a two-thirds || 
| majority. 


_One more reason that the editor would not be 
likely to single me out personally for an attack, is 


the fact, known to him, that I am one of his best | 
| patrons. I take a daily, four weekly, and twenty- 


five copies of the tri-weekly Union; making eighty- 
five copies of his paper sent to my district weekly. 
I have never feared to have his tea and coffee stric- 
tures read in my district. 

Again, although reélected, I believe no member 
of Congress has sent more Democratic speeches to 
his Gistrict in favor of the Administration than I 


have; and the books of Messrs. Blair & Rives will | 
show for themselves. Why, sir, I have sent home || 
five hundred of the speech of Hon. Barxiey Mar- || 


TIN, the member of Congress from Mr. Polk’s own 


district, five hundred of Mr. Jones, of Georgia, five | 
hundred of Mr. Bow.tn, of Missouri, &c., com- | 


omy | an assortment of all the speeches delivered. 
fet, forsooth, the cry is, ‘* Shoot the deserter !”’ 


This is the way I oppose Democracy. And, sir, | 
I contend, for a great variety of other reasons, that | 
Nail me | 


this attack was not made for me alone. 
to the wall, and there is a lesson for others: 
“Ve living men, come view the ground 
Where you must shortly lie.” 


3ut I hope members will not be intimidated, but || 


will stand up, in spite of all opposition, to those 
questions where the interest of their constituents 
are so oT involved. 

Another 
the candidates for the Presidency from the free 
States, and thus make more sure the election of 
his favorite. It is known that we have some free- 
State Democrats still unkilled. 

In one respect this attack will have just the op- 
posite effect from the one intended. It will do me 
good. It will show to my constituents that there 


is no power so great as to make me falter in the || 


advocacy of their interests, or in redeeming the 
pledges made by me before my election. 
the effect of such attacks in New Hampshire, in 


Maine, in Virginia, in Kentucky, in Tennessee, || 


and other States where elections are pending, and 
where men voting with me upon the subject of tea 
and coffee are candidates for reélection, I have fears, 
and so have the ablest Democratic newspapers and 
statesmen in this country. In what States can the 
Democrats carry the elections, if every man in the 
country who favors free tea and free coffee, Jack- 


son’s doctrine of improving harbors and rivers, || 


and keeping slavery out of territory now free, is 
prohibited from voting the Democratic ticket? I 


protest against all such attempts to proscribe them. || 
This attack, the day on which it was published, || 

| I repelled satisfactorily to myself. Neither my 

speech nor my subsequent defence have been | 


copied into the Union, of which I take so man 
copies. 


Let those who read Mr. Ritchie’s calumnies 


upon me remember that he has uttered worse ones || 


against General Jackson, for which the Old Hero 


never forgave him, and scorned, under any and || 
| every circumstance, to ever write him a letter. 
|| cannot show even the autograph of General Jack- | 
son directed to himself. On the contrary, he warn- | 


ed, from the time he first heard of the proposition 


to the last hour of his life, the Democrats against | 
the fatal consequences of making him the organ! | 
As often before, the predictions of Andrew Jack- | 
son have become history. He said his coming || 


here would tend to that very result which now so 
disastrously threatens the Democratic party. In 
the Democratic Review for July and August, 1845, 
is a fac-simile of an extract of what is said to be 


mine, thus grossly assaulted through a Representa- || tract tells what he thinks of Mr. Blair, proscribed 


tive who was elected the third time upon an avowal ' 


to make way for Mr. Ritchie, and the suppressed 











esign was, to strike another blow at || 


But for || ; aed 
|| have been realized, and the cup of my ambit'ow is 


| goes. 


Still insisting that | am a Whig, the edi- || 
tor of the Union gives notice that he has dropped | 
me, and turns me over to my constituents, a tribu- | 
nal before which I proudly appear, and to whom | 
| I never appealed in vain. 


He | 





tell the balance: 


Pac-simile of the concluding par h of a letter fous 
General Jackson to F. P Blin hated , i y 


“ HermMirace, A 
‘This may be the last letter 1 may be wie 


wie you 
but, live or die, lam your friend, (and never d ji 
for policy,) and leave my papers and reputation in your 
| ing. As far as justice is due to my fame, I know 
shield it. Ilask no more. 1 rest upon truth, an 
| nothing but what truth will mete to me. All my house 
| join me in kind wishes for your health and prosperity and 

that of all your family, and that you may triumph over aij 
enemies. May God’s choicest blessings be bestowed upon you 
| and yours through life, is the prayer of your sincere friend, 

“ANDREW JACKSON.» 

* Yet far more pleasure Blair in exile feels 

Than Ritchie with the loaves and fishes at his heels,” 
| _ Now, would it not be best, in all cases, to jet 
| Congressmen and their constituents settle theirown 
| matters, and especially an intelligent body of men 
like mine, who will always know how their repre. 
sentative votes, and who hold a more effective lash 
for the renegade than any editor in this District 
can wield? 

Had Mr. Ritchie referred me to my constituents 
and there stopped, I should have had nothing fur- 
ther to say. a. he brings to his aid an anony- 
mous office-seeker from Chicago, whose name 
| Suppresses, lest it should of itself be a refutation of 

the lies contained in it. This letter Mr. Ritchie 
ought to have known was more intended as an at- 
tack upon the respectable officeholders in my dis- 
trict (one of whose places he wants, but whose 
character will ever prevent his getting) than 
me. Though a stranger to Mr. R. entirely, he 
wants his influence as a passport to the « lownes 
| and fishes.”” ‘This political prostitute knows too 
| much to apply to the Illinois people or to her del- 
egation for office. 

Chicago people want their own wheat, corn, 
| pork, beef, &c., taxed to make their harbor! 
| Chicago people want tea and coffee taxed, when 
other articles will bear a duty with less oppression 
upon the poor! Chicago people in favor of sla- 
| very in Oregon and California! I pronounce all 
| such assertions as this as a gross libel upon her 
citizens. Her people knew that I was opposed to 
| all this, and yet ~~, gave me eight hundred ma- 
| jority in spite of Whigs, Abolitionists, and Mr, 


5243 


|| Ritchie’s correspondent besides, and in my district 


| they gave me nearly six thousand majority. 

Why should I turn Whig? I have received 
| every office at the hands of every one that I ever 
asked to grant it. All my political aspiratiors 


full. LI hold the highest office in the sift of my 
people until the 4th of March, 1849. The Whigs 
of my district and State are in a hopeless minority, 
and hence they could not, if they would, and they 
would not if they could, favor my claims for any- 


| thing. Mr. Ritchie, worse used than any otherman 


ever known under such circumstances by the two 
Democratic Houses, is out of office on the coming 
4thof March. After that we shall hear no moreof 
him as a public printer, and when the pap goes he 
His ruling passion now is revenge; revenge 
for cutting down his pay and abolishing his office. 
Hence his attacks upon the majority of this House 


| for passing the harbor and river bill, the Wilmot 
| proviso, and the resolution against taxing tea and 
|| coffee. ‘By his personal attacks on me, reelected, 


he hopes to defeat, and thus revenge himself upon, 
members who are candidates for reélection. 
With these remarks, I postpone all further con- 
troversy with him until after the presidential elec- 
tion in 1848, and I will then let the public decide 


|| who has beer’ the renegade, and whose course, his 


or mine, has tended most to the union, strength, 
| and triumph, of Democracy. 

SuprPLemenTat.—All personal explanations are out of 
order. Let one man object to a personal explanation, 
it is as good as any number Jess than one-third of the House. 
Having the columns of the Union closed to me, I was desi- 


| rous to see whether its supporters, on the issues it has 
|| with me, would object to my replying to its attacks in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, where a speech 


could only an 
by unanimous consent. I persevered in my atte 
aun, until I must have satisfied every one that objections 
would be persevered in to the very last. My object was 
attained. ‘The Union would not publish my remarks, 

its friends objected to my speaking. The Union of Sunday 
morning represents that there were many disgraceful pro- 
ceedings in the House, in order to hinder my reply to 
attacks. Ifthis were so, it is only disgraceful to those who 
would resort to them, and never can injure me. But 80 far 


as my knowledge extends, the proceedings were entirely 
respectful, and the objection to my speaking was confin 





which, I am free to confess, were 
in. But it was necessary for mé to 


to the points of order 
against me, if persisted 


———. 3 
part, with other letters of his in this district, will oS 
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world how far the opposition to me upon these 
ves was carried. 80, whether the Union’s report be cor- 
or incorrect, is more a matter concerning those desiring 
me, and, through me, all those whose senti- 

etly represent, than myself.) 


PETITIONS, &c. 


Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 
By Mr. WRIGHT, of New Jersey: The petition of Clara 


vent. Afterwards, the i 
States, in opposition to the wish of the Ca 
population, in violation of the religious rye 
the community, and without the authority 

ress, took possession of this building, 
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1845, R. Cobb, ting = a as. a; y i it 
f . : . By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Trefphey Campbell eld it ever since as barracks. e thought ‘dis- 

e yous Tite bill for the relief of John Ericsson was then || praying for the benefit of the acts of Congress eranting hal | reputable to the United States, that this place had 

; one taken oP pay pensions to the widows of revolutionary soldiers. been so occupied, outraging the weligious feet 7 
. was debated by Messrs. T. B. KING, || | By Mr. JAMES B. HUNT: The petition-of 51 citizens of f the Catholics of St A . St 0 

nal a , HUNGERFORD, WHITE, MIL- || Milford, Oakland county, Michigan, to briog the war with || Of the Catholice of 2% AQSGRGSS 2 Simao 
soba J.A. ROCKWELL, LEVIN, and WOOD; | anos Mood’ eS ee a ee i. ie sea - of educa i he 
ity and by cand without coming to any decision— || By Mr. YOST: Three petitions from citizens of Penn- eld Peal the aa f the chaise: a of the 
ver , ” The committee rose, and the CHAIRMAN re- || sylvania, praying for the immediate dissolution of the Ameri- Com call the Milt yy A ffai 3 the 

™ that the committee had considered the bill || ¢@% Union. 4 || Committee on Mulit - to 

> Ever tee heirs of Lieut t Th || _ By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The petition of || subject. It was desirable to found a the 

: the relief o © neirs of Lleutenan omas || 90 citizens of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, praying that the || State, and to obtain a nt of this and 
ishart, and had directed him to report the same ‘| public lands shall be laid out in farms and lots, for the free |, A for th pe hich the 

els,” to the House, with the recommendation that it do || use of such citizens (not possessed of other lands) as will || Seiad all t - por SC, 4 whl oe 
to let . ; and had also considered the bill for the Le eure oWiiseias # i cae. logue ee enominations heartily 
rown ief of John Ericsson, and had come to no de- | Ape ghd > of Wises : ‘Tine pe SS eee ; 

relief of Jo ’ zens of Wisconsin, asking a mail-route from Summit, via |! Wr STURGEON resented resolutions of the 

f men cision thereon. capeees and Hustis’s Rapids, to the county seat of || Legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing ir 

ge county. . ’ thei Sena es 

took eee OS PUBLIC: DEST. || By Mr. McCLELLAND: The memorial of citizens or ||-noebbtwods against any measure whatever by which 

ais Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and || New York in favor of an appropriation for the harbor at |! territory will accrue to the Union, unless, as a part 

ad Means, reported a bill to provide for the payment | Renkiok, New York. Also, the petition of Isaac Barnes, || 4¢ the fundamental law on which such is 
: . i j ich || for preémption to lands in Oregon. i . * 

uents of any et falling due on the public debt, which || By Mr. STEWART: The petition of a large number of | based, slavery or involuntary servitude shall 
fur. . was read; and, || the ladies of western Virginia, in favor of increasing the pay || ever be prohibited. 
ee On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved || of volunteers. ; | Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of the 

. itself into Committee of the Whole (Mr. Gorpon || By Mr. TILDEN: The petition of John Harmon and 31 | J,i.) @micrant Societ of New York ine that 
ne ‘ the chair) on the said bill. || other citizens of Ravenna, Portage county, Ohio, praying | umigran ety Ww » praying 

ion of m bill cnet || for the passage of a law donating the public lands to actual || @ Surgeon may be employed when there are more 
itehie The bill was read. settlers. : oy || than fifty passengers, and for other regulations on 
ae } The committee rose, and reported the same to || By Mr. MeILVAINE: The petition of Chandler Darling- |! hoard of emigrant ships; which was referred to the 

: the House. | ton and 31 others, citizens of Chester county, Pennsylvania, || Cc itt Cc 

y dis- . 4 praying Congress to vote no more supplies for the prosecu- || ommittee on ommerce. ein fhe 
rhose The bill eee = oe arama Was || tion of offensive operations in Mexico, and that measures || Mr. NILES presented the petition of citizens of 
upon ssed, read a third time, and passed, and sent |! be taken for the withdrawal of the army within the acknowl- || Stonington, Connecticut, praying for the establish- 
» he ees 2 concurrence. Mr ADEOTT. Te aie of the executors of the ment of a floating-light at Fisher’s Island rivet; 

i 7 VAT. 2 : B mors : § Bi . . : 

ho Mr. T. B. KING moved to discharge the Com- | will of the late William Bartlet, Esq., of Newburyport, in || which was referred to the Committee on Com- 

s too mittee ae ate a at erg seen yr the State of Massachusetts, praying that indemnity may be || merce. met ae 
% of the bill for the relief o ohn Ericsson. ‘The || made by Congress for spoliations by France upon American Also, the petition of the deput tmaster, * 
r del chilis was disagreed to. commerce norenoan and during the years 1793 —_ 1800, or || ing to he allowed pay for clerks, Gtnelt ona refer~ 
‘ : restore to them their claims and their remedy against || * : and Pos 

corn, Mr. WILMOT, by leave, presented resolutions || prance. red to the Committee on the Post Office t 

rbor! of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, requesting the || __ By Mr. RIPLEY: A petition of inhabitants of Manlius, || Roads. 

when Senators and Representatives from that State in the || New ee aiing a eh aoe — war with Mex- Mr. DICKINSON presented a remonstrance of 
. : : \| ico without the further effusion of blood. | iti i 

ssion Congress - the me aoe to vote — any || By Mr. WM. W. CAMPBELL: The memorial of the || ® number eee s New — senee any 

’ sla- measure whatever by which territory will accrue || Chamber of Commerce of New York, praying the establish- || Increase in the rates of postage; which was refer- 

e all to the Union, unless slavery or involuntary servi- || ment of a bureau of hydrography and longitude. || red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

n her tude, except for crime, be forever prohibited. Com- || | By oe STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The petition of |) Roads. 

0 miued 1 the Commitee ofthe Whole on the state | ir rayne voters | l80 the petition of John B. Goodenough, prny- 
ma- é Union. || of Madison county, Mlinois, praying Congress to use all || Ng for a pension; which was rete oO the - 
Mr. Mr. HASTINGS offered the following resolu- constitutional means to bring the war with Mexico to a || mittee on Pensions. 

strict tion: || oe, close, if possible, without any further effusion of || Also, two petitions from citizens of Pennsylvania 3 
: Resolved, That the President of the United States | By Mr. HALE: The petition of Orin Fowler and others, | praying for such an amendment of ~ Conatite- 

eived be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested not to || inbabitants of Fall river, praying that the present war with | tron as would lead to the abolition of s avery; the 
ever suspend the sale of the reserved mineral lands ad- ae be se to a speedy termination, without the || motion for the reception of which was laid on the 

: : | her effusion of human blood. 1} . 

tior 4 vertised for sale at Dubuque, Iowa, unless request- || "3 j iti ; || table. 

. | y Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of George Miller and 19 || ition of Pu 

Out 18 ed so to do by the settlers thereon. || others, asking such modification of the Constitution as will | Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition cur- 

r my The resolution was not adopted. ° | lead to the entire abolition of slavery. : | ser McBlair; which was referred to the Committee 

‘higs M i || By Mr. HOGE: The petition of Daniel Wann and 483 || on Naval Affairs. 

rity, os r. oo E- os by leave, from the |) others, citizens of Illinois and Wisconsin, praying increased || My MILLER resented the petition of citizens 

mmittee on Nava airs, reported a bill to pro- || duties on the manufactures of lead. Also, the petition of || 7 . 

they Vide for the increase of the asin corps aa. || Rumsey Hatch and 43 others, citizens of Ilinois, asking the | of Salem, New Jersey, praying that measures 
any- United States. Read and itted P || continuation of the mail route from Chicago to Roscoe west- || may be adopted to convene a Congress of nations; 

‘man - tread and committed. || ward, via Harrison, Rock Grove, Omeco, and Winslow, to || which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 

‘a Mr. FICKLIN, notice having been heretofore || Galena, via the State of Illinois. || Relations. 

ee end henna rare to introduc bl | | pMR STURGEON presented the potion of 

inois the : : : hs 

— pavilege of improving the navigation ofthe Wabash IN SENATE. Denial Paces, etna 2 ee 

; river. Referred to the Committee on Roads and |} Monpay, February 8, 1847 iti citi t 
enge Canals ne 7 -- | Mr. MASON presented the petition of citizens 

fice. . The VICE PRESIDENT of the United States || of Fredericksburg, Virginia, on the subject of a 
om REVOLUTIONARY PENSION BILL. | laid before the Senate a communication from the || division of the district of the United States Court; 

Imot The House then proceeded to the consideration || Navy Department, showing the balances of appro- y which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 

ae “Sat oe making appropriations for the payment || eee ead ae = ue) a yy oer the ia ’ CILLEY d the ceGitiod of GS 

. Of revolutionary and other pensions of the United ions made for the fiscal year » With the || v. resente e petition citizens »« 
pon, States for ie peer siting Sane 30, 1848, which || 8 mounts drawn by requisitions, and the balances || of New Hedin, asking for some means to be 
Was reported to the House on Monday last by the || 0” the Ist July, 1846; which was ordered to be | adopted to terminate the war; which was referred 
con- mmittee of the Whole, with an amendment. printed for the use of the Senate. | ___ || to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

elec- . The question was taken on the amendment, and || Mr. WESTCOTT-presented divers resolutions | REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

cide it was disagreed to. | of instruction from the Legislature of Florida. || By Mr. SPEIGHT, f the Committee 

+, his The bi | One for the erection ofa light-house at New Smyr- || p.7¥ ™*; ; «oe —— - 

' ¢ bill was then ordered to be engrossed, was || sg Sew AC LOW Saye H k 

o 3 a ’ : h . fa licht- || Finance: The bill from the House making ap: 

igth engrossed d hird d || na; one for the erection of a light-house on Egmont | oe ; . 

; » read a third time, passed, and sent to . o : riations for the naval service for the year ending 
the Senate for concurrence. Key; one for the erection of a light-honse at Indian || P the 3d J 1848, with certain amendmenta 

ut of Mr. PREST River bar, and one for the erection of a light-house || °°“ ante aee a 

\, and es STON KING, by leave, presented at Suwanee river Also, in relation to the claims i Mr. 8. gave notice that he should call up the 

com resolutions of the Legislature of New York, simi- Por Pideida 0 a proportion éf din: Garelia Matabies | bill during the morning hour to-morrow. 

desi- to those presented by Mr. Witmor from the | : : aL ao > || By Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Na- 

| : : ~~ || also, in relation to the dilapidated condition of the . : : ; 
made ature of Pennsylvania; which was commit- . > . C . ° | val Affairs: A bill for the relief of the heirs of 
= ted to the Committee of the Whole on the state of arenas over Ok. Sebeation cic; shed; ia reliant te | Andrew D. Crosby 
Union * certain mail routes; also,in relation to the property | : bill for th 
ts 10 : , ; : .|| Also, from the same committee, a or the 
tions Mr. HARMANSON moved that the House rere ori © s centmaic ite as saan relief of William A. Christian. 

os Mion n; which motion was rejected. | Se Gatledven'to dbaotee’e ceauh te chs hiae eee | By Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on 

oday ir, COBB moved a call of the House. The rida of the eeeadion wads shania‘ bel heer ine t - ~ || Naval Affairs: The joint resolution from the House 

| pro- motion was rejected. — United States at St. Au a Sing tO Ue || relative to the preparation and presentation of med- 

” = The House then adjourned. In presenting th - aan resolution, Me: Weak | als to certain British, French, and Spanish officers, 

rte = re ee cae . oucailan to call the attention of the Senate to the without amendment. 

Goed Wicx’s remarks , Settee tn oa toon on Tenehey tees cee facts of the case. Before the cessic: of Florida to MILITARY ACADEMY, ETC. 

were On page 314 of Congressional Globe, for “direct,” || the United States, this building belonged to the || Mr. SPEIGHT moved to take up the bill from 

ne to tead indirect taxation. Spanish Government, and was occupied as a con- 
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of the pein Agnien 


; which motion 





unanimous consent, the bill was read a third time | 


bill to change the time of holding one of 
terms of the circuit court of the United States 
in the district of North Carolina was read a third 
time and passed. , 
INTEREST ON PUBLIC DEBTS. 
A message was received from the House, an- 
nouncing the of the bill to provide for the 


en of any interest falling due on the public — 


Mr. SPEIGHT moved to proceed to the imme- 
diate consideration of said biil. It was indispens- 
able that it should be disposed of at once, as he 
Jeatned that some of the interest would fall due to- 
morrow. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
considered as in committee of the whole, and, no 
amendment having been offered, the bill was read 
a third time by unanimous consent, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. NILES, the bills relating to 
the Post Office Department were taken up, and 
made the special order for Monday next. 


at West Point for the 


been agreed to, the bill was amended, and the | 
then ordered to be engrossed; and, by | 


| 





sion. Among the various modes by which the 
war might be terminated, might be named its vig- 
orous and successful prosecution, by the combined 
efforts of our army and navy, by blockading ports, 
capturing the enemy’s vessels, subduing towns, 
taking possession of provinces, and overrunning 
| territories. But all these objects might be accom- 
itures. here might be extraordinary events, 
growing out of the victories and triumphs of our 
army; there might be some enterprises in keeping 
| with the former glory of our navy; but these might 
| be met by the ordinary appropriations. Another 
| mode of terminating the war might be by means 
of negotiation. ‘To effect this, the President might 
ask for the appointment of a commission, to which 
| he (Mr. M.) did not doubt that the Senate would 





| plished nn application of the ordinary expend- | 
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erful influences, and, under the mask of patriotis 
direct designs dangerous to the liberties of ¢ 
country, and that at a time when the 
















of the people to their institutions may be less ar 
dent than at this moment; and suppose the monster 
party—ay, party— 

Monstrum horrendum, informe, ingens, 

Cui lunen ademptum— . 


should be all-powerful over the conscie; 
votes of the majority, and the President g 
ask for such a bill as this—substituting fi 

lions for three millions, and say he will account} 


|| its expenditure at a future period:—might it 


be that in the Halls of Congress there would be 


| found only a powerless minority disposed to mak 
_an objection? And in the passing of the bill, even. 


hasten to give its approbation, for the purpose of |) 


| Opening a negotiation. But the expenses of such 


| a commission would be provided for by the ordi- | 
| nary course of appropriation. There might, how- | 


ever, be other objects than those he had enumera- 
| ted, other means to be employed, other influences 


4 to be brought into action, to be applied without 


The joint resolution relating to the publication 


of the maps and charts of the boundary lines be- 
tween the States and foreign territory, was read a 
third time and passed. 


The bill for the relief of Thomas Blanchard was 
amended by unanimous consent, and having been 
read athird time, _ i vy 

Mr. TURNEY said, as the bill involved very 
bagpetnnt principles, he should demand the yeas 
and nays on the passage; which were ordered. 

The question on the passage of the bill having 
been put by the Chair, it was decided in the aflirm- 
ative, as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Bag- 
by, Berrien, Breese ,,Butier, Chalmers, Cilley, Thos. Clayton, 
John M. Clayton, Corwin, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hanne- 
E Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, Mason, Miller, More- 

ead, Pearce, Speight, and Sturgeon ,—25. 

NAYS—Measrs. Atherton, Niles, Sevier, and Turney —4. 

THREE MILLION BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill making farther 
appropriation to bring the war with Mexico to a 
speedy and honorable conclusion; the question 
pending being the amendment of Mr.-Cass, to sub- 
stitute for the amendment of Mr. Berrien, the 
following: 

* And itis hereby declared to be the true intent and mean 
ing of Congress, in making this appropriation, that as, by the 
act of the republic of Mexico, a state of war exists between 
that Government and the United States, agfteably to the 
declaration made by act of Congress on the 13th of May last, 
therefore the interest and honor of this couniry require that 
the said war should be vigorously prosecuted to a successful 
issue ; and that a reasonable indemnity should be obtained 
from Mexico for the wrongs she has committed towards the 

vernment and citizens of the United States. 

* And it is further declared that the nature and extent 
of such indemnities are proper subjects in the first instance 
for Executive consideration, when negotiations for peace 
may be opened between this country and Mexico, subject to 
the action of the Senate on the question of ratification.”’ 

Mr. MOREHEAD rose to address the Senate. 
He stated his wish to ask the attention of the Sen- 
ate while he endeavored to present his views in 
relation to a measure equally interesting and im- 

rtant to the country. It was with great reluc- 
tance that he deemed it to be his duty to encroach 
at all upon the time of the Senate, or in any degree 
to participate in the discussion. But there were 
considerations which imposed it as a solemn duty 
on those who viewed the subject in the same light 
he did to give their sentiments as to the policy 
which had led to the measure now submitted for 
the consideration of the Senate. 

The bill proposed to appropriate the sum of three 
millions, to be ie under the direction of the 
President of the United States, to defray such ex- 
traordinary expenditures as might be necessary to 
bring the war to a speedy and honorable conclu- 
sion. What these extraordinary expenditures 
were, the bill did not state, and no information on 
this point had been given by the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, or by any of the 
friends af the Administration. Of one thing we 


must be assured, that this appropriation was be- | 


yond all the sums ordinarily necessary for the 
Tees of a war, and that it was to be expend- 
ed for the purpose of bringing the war to a conclu- 


reference to the legislative authority, but exclusive- 
| ly by the President. ‘The bill says, that this sum 
| of three millions shall be expended under the 
direction of the President. 
guage of the bill, he is to be governed, in its ex- 


penditure, only by his personal will and uncon- | 
It is to be expended, therefore, | 
in some mode of which the people can have no || 


trolled pleasure. 


|| tion.’”’ 


According to the lan- || 


knowledge, and in which the legislative branch || 


can exercise no advisory power. 


power; a measure not only unexampled in our 


history, but in opposition to the spirit of our insti- | 


tutions. 


We are engaged in a war with a powerless ene- | 


my; an enemy so weak and powerless, that, at the 
commencement of the conflict, it was deemed only 
necessary to send the few troops we had into the 
field to insure a compliance with our demands; and 
now weare called on to sanction an extraordinary 
expenditure of three millions to bring the war to a 
close. ‘The contest is not to be terminated by the 
prowess of our arms, but by the application of 
money; and the bill proposes to grant this money 
to the President, to be expended at the will of the 


‘The bill confers || 
on the President an unprecedented and enormous | 


| this woul 


an answer might be ee to this objection, 
Suppose some member should rise and assert thig 
as the rule of legislative submission: * Let the 
President have the means he deems necessary, and 
afterwards hold him responsible for its applica. 
For these and other reasons, sv ted by 
this view of the subject, he was op to this 
appropriation. k 
At one period of our history such a measure as 
| ywead been met by the instant and deci- 
ded reprobation of that party to which his friends 
on the other side of this Chamber had attached 


| themselves, and with which they are associated in 


principle and practice. Time was, when Mr, Jef. 
ferson, with a patriotism deserving all praise, 
threw himself against such an appropriation, 
{Here Mr. M. read an extract from Mr. Jeffer- 
son.] 
A similar sentiment was as strongly affirmed in 


| the Inaugural address of General Jackson. It had 


been alleged that a bill identical with this ip char. 
acter was passed during the Administration of Mr, 
Jefferson; but to him there appeared to be a wide 


|| difference between that measure and the one now 


under consideration. Mr. Jefferson asked for two 


_ millions for the purchase of Louisiana. The ob- 
| ject of the expenditure in that case was as distinet- 


| in time of war. 


ly known as the object of any other expenditure, 
It was a period of profound peace. That 

dent could have no application here, because it had 
no possible connexion with an appropriation made 
It was altogether distinct, and in 


| all its characteristics distinguished from thea 


President, and without any other restriction than | 


a provision that he shall account for it hereafter. | 


If, after getting us inte a war with that weak and 
powerless foe, we are willing to place these three 
millions in the hands of the President, how much 
more would be required of us if we were engaged 


in a war with either of the most powerful nations | 


in the world—France or Great Britain, or both of 
them? Would fifty—would a hundred millions be 
sufficient in such acase? If it would, it would fur- 


priation now proposed. The same might be said 
sea cial 


| of the appropriation made at the time o 


sition of Florida, to which allusion had alread: 


| been made in debate. In those cases no harm cow 


possibly result from the appropriation. Thereforé 
adhere was no similarity between this bill and the 


| bills passed during the Administrations of Mr. 


| Jefferson and Mr. Monroe. There was, it was 
|| true, discretion in both instances given to the Pres- 


nish no justification of the appropriation we are at || 


this time required to make, when we have a Presi- 
dent without any military talents or skill—he said 
this without intending any disrespect—without 
those qualities which would be a security for its 
wise application. The occasion, the juncture, the 
position in which we stand, all admonish us of the 
dangerous tendency of such a course. 
we pass this bill, will be a precedent, which will 
be entitled hereafter to consideration and discus- 
sion, which may be wielded to pernicious influences, 


which, in our Government of checks and balances, | 


cannot be too vigilantly guarded against. 


By the Constitution, the President is the com- || 


|| by t 


|| no light. 


ident; but the manner in which the money was to 
be applied was just as well known by Congressas 

& President himself. There was no attempt 
to conceal the direct object for which the appro- 
priation was intended. But in this case they had 
His honorable friend, the chairman of 


'the Committee on Foreign Relations, when the 


Here. if | 


question was propounded to him to say what was 
a object of this bill, sat still and motionless. In- 
stead of giving information to enable them to act, 


| and to satisfy themselves as to the propriety of the 


mander-in-chief of the army.and navy; he is not in- || 


hibited by any constitutional provision from taking | 


the field in person; and should he, at any future 
period, under the authority of this precedent, as- 
suming this position, apply the millions which 


|, might be placed to the furtherance of objects look- 
| ing to his own personal interest, who can foresee 


the results? You then establish a precedent, and | 


authorize the President to exert a power, a prin- 
ciple, as a rule of action for his successor. You 
solemnly declare that there may be occasions when 
it will become the duty of every member of the 
legislative branch to invest the President with 
| power over three millions of the public money. 
Sooo that instead of three millions, the exigen- 
cy of a war with either of the great nations of Eu- 
| rope should render fifty millions necessary; sup- 
pose the existence of such an important crisis, and 
| that a military man may be at the head of the 
Government who might be disposed to use the 
| means in his hands to surround himself with pow- 





| 
| 
| 


measure, the gentleman announced a principle 
which he could not subscribe: it was, that Cea 
ress need have no fears upon this subject; 

President of the United States was respo ; 

ge him the money, and hold him to his responsi- 
ility. 

He proposed to present to the Senate contin 
views upon this proposition of his honorable friend: 
but, before doing so, he had a word to say IM fe 
gard to the manner in which this war had_ bee 
supported by the constituted authorities. He did 
not mean alone by the President and Executive 
officers of this Government; he did not mean alone 
the military part of this war; but he meant the 
manner in whieh the war had been sustained by 
the constituted authorities, and by both of the 
great parties existing in this country. Hew 
took to say, that, under circumstances some 
peculiar, the Democratic party had received from 
the Whig party the most ample support. Let us 
(said Mr. M.) for a moment refer to histori 
events. When the bill for recognising the exist 
ence of the war was presented to Congress, on 
that very day a mass of documents was receive 
from the President, which were calculated to shed 
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Rasticieteces 58 


raed to. afford them one day for considera- 
as they had asserted that the war was 
‘of Mexico and not ours, one day might be 
to look into the matter, that they might 
sve them the support which resulted from good 
But tlemen would recollect with what 
y 


pertinacit t 
eof the bill, coercing those upon his side of the 
er to toa measure of the propriety of 
they were afforded no gua, Aa judge. 
, however, he meant nothing more 
n the disinclination on their part to give a vote 
of a proposition such as the one then pre- 
or to express their approbation of a decla- 
of war, without being put in possession of 
jnformation which gentlemen opposite had. 
When the battles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
were gloriously fought and won, in sup- 
‘of that declaration, and when the President of 
ne United States, by nomination to the Senate, 
General Taylor, no individuals in the 

































his side of the Chamber in moor of the nomina- 

tion thus made in honor of t ( 

ofthose two days. They voted with their friends 

on the other side: when they wanted money, they 

gave it to them; when they wanted men, their 
were counted side by side with theirs to 

give them. When the President nominated a set 





y insisted upon the immediate - | 





| larly to the instructions given to General Kearny 


|| ernments in those countries. 


of party mem to take charge of this war, no op- | 


was made from his side of the Chamber; 

and when, at this session, they asked for more 
men and more money, they stood side by side 
with them in granting both. Whenever they 
wanted money for the purpose of carrying on the 
war, it was granted them. But when they came 
three millions of dollars, on the assumption 
2 the President of the United States was re- 
5 le, and that Congress had nothing to do 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the subject then under consideration; and republic of Mexico? He differed with the Presi- : _Mr.M. 





|| reasons were he si qmee 
|| sequent events which had happened, and in view || declaration with the explanation whieh he was 


} 
| 


|| President had been fulfilled. 
tnited States went more heartily than those upon || 


|| of the Committee on Foreign Relations, was anx- 


to grant it, he, for one, was compelled to take | 


his stand in support of the rights of the Legislative 
, of the Government, The proposition 
men on the other side was, that it was our 


feb ee him the mPry which he asked for, || 
a 


hout requiring any exp 
oF pa 


nation of the objects 
ses to which it was to be applied. He 
it his duty to inquire into those objects 

Motives before granting the money. The 
onstitution gave to the President the power to 
do—what? To recommend measures for the adop- 


tion of Congress. ‘The very language of the Con- | 
Sitution implied that deliberation and judgment | 
|| —to their respective officers who are sent to New 


mee be exercised on the part of Congress. 
This war with Mexico was about to subject the 


Constitution of the United States to a still severer || the campaign in those territories, one remarkable 


|| plated. 


| the reasons which had actuated him in permitting | Senator from 








eas 


quoted 1 extracts from the corre- : 
dent as to the peopeeay even of this incipient peprencs the department with a 
movement. But, not to detain the Senate with any | ded to and athess, to sustain | pee 
protracted argument upon this point, he would || quoted from somnrenenaniene Commodore 
proceed to the next important act of the President | Sloat, Commodore n, and others, to show 
| an relation to this war, in permitting Santa Ana to how those instructions had been obs 
_reénter Mexico; and he would venture to assert || It seemed to him, after these.ex of the 
that there was no event in the history of.the pros- | course pursued by the Executive, that it would be 
ecution of war anywhere, so novel and unprece- extremely proper to withhold for the ent from 
dented as this. The President attempted, in his || the President the exercise of any great discreti 
message at the opening of this session, to give them || ary power in relation to this matter. Like his 
| his views at large upon this subject, and to assign | honorable friends, Sn ee ee eas 
laryland, he should is stand 
| Santa Ana to pass the blockading squadron. These | against the dismemberment of Mexico. When 


‘ore them; and, in view of the sub- } said this, however, he desired to accompany U 








| of the elevated position which Santa Ana now oc- || about to give. He woul pove 20 Shah 4 
| cupied, of the dangerous nature of that position in || individual Senator, that there be ame 


|| relation to the army of the United States, and of || addition of territory in Upper California, with a 
|| the opportunity which he possessed. to injure us, 


| view to obtaining certain harbors, as those of San 
| he would leave it to the people of the United States || Francisco, Monterey, and Santiago, to facilitate 
| to judge in what manner the trust confided to the } our commercial operations. But when he spok 

| of national dismemberment, to which he was op- 
Another subject to which he would call the at- || posed, he alluded to an extensive encroachment 


|| tention of the Senate, was the manner in which the |, upon the territory of a neighboring nation, and the 
e glorious victories | es : 


Executive discretion had been exercised in the ex- || application of the uti possidetis principle to the tez- 
pesivons to Santa Fé and California, and particu- || ritory thus acquired by conquest, If they were to 
|| have any part of the territory of Mexico, they 
and Commodore Stockton, and to the proceedings || ought to pay a fair equivalent; they ought to have 
| of those officers in the establishment of civil gov- || nothing in the way of conquest; nothing in the 
The amendment of || way of indemnity to satisfy the cost of the conten- 
his friend from Georgia brought up the whole ques- || tion. 
| tion directly, how far it becomes the duty of the || There were other great interests involved: inter- 
Government of the United States to dismember the | ests to which allusion had been made by the Sen- 
territory of Mexico, and to annex a large portion || ator from Georgia and the Senator from land; 
His friend the chairman | interests growing out of these acquisitions of terri- 


of her territory to ours. 
tory by the dismemberment of Mexico. 

ious for the annexation of Upper California and || the principle that was.at stake, besides the incom- 
| New Mexico; but he thought it would be suscepti- |, patibility of doctrines of this kind with the interesie 

ble of demonstration, that the policy of the Admin- || of the Government of the United States, there were 
| istration, as represented in this Chamber, was to go || ye unknown and unseen evils that would result 

much beyond what the honorable Senator contem- || from such a policy, which it became their duty to 
t might be that, while the honorable Sen- || avoid as far as practicable. Let us not push the 





|| ator from Arkansas would be unwilling extend || territorial limits of this Government to such an 


i] than those it had heretofore experienced. | 


_were Now occupying a new attitude in view 

of their constitutional powers, and in view also of 
course which expediency required. Hitherto 

the wars in which they had been engaged were 


» Now there was pending a war of conquest. | 


foment of the United States in view of such a state 








of Europe, prosecute a war for conquest 





. 


ismemberment of a neighboring nation? 
the genius of-our Constitution permit the adop- 
of such a course? He thought that the great 
rican doctrine was a doctrine peculjarly appli- 

to the support and protection of our domestic 
tutions, totally distinct from any purpose of 
foreign territory by conquest. But now 
ad, in view of the attitude in which we were 
>i a war which had been brought on, as 












Mexico, and merely recognised by us, thata 
of this character was to be prosecuted with 


a 


Within the territory thus acquired; thus extending, 
it was said, the limits of freedom by the prose- 
(Sakon of this war of conquest. Without inquiring 
mo the fact, whether the war was commenced b 
Mexico or not, it would have been but the exer- 
on Ol 8. discretion on the part of the Presi- 
f he hesitated before removing the army 
It would have been a fair 





tto direct such a movement; how far it would 
trued into an act of hostility towards the 


¥ were told by their friends on the other side, | 


_ Werand enerzy, for the purpose of acquiring ter- | 
| Mbty, and of setting up our own civil institutions | 


fp human liberty, or in defence of violated | 


hat were the obligations resting upon the Gov- | 


pone Should they, in imitation of the Gov- || 


} 





frog Corpus Chris | 
meet Of “nquiry (it seemed to him) on the part of r t 
= fresident, how far it would be expedient and | civil government within those conquered territories, tones of which will be calculated to shake the 


| 
| of the United States. \) are we prepared to encounter 


|| in the acquisition of territory, it was evident to his || would lead tu such agitation? 


|| The spectacle had been exhibited to this nation | that the public mind might be set at rest. 


the acquisition of territory further than New Mexi- || extent as to bring upon us a collision of interests 
co and California, the Government of the United || and feelings which will shake the very foundations 
States, in the exercise of the power intrusted to it || of the Government. What sort of policy is it that 
in the management of the important concerns of || will lead usinto the pursuit of territorial acquisition 
| this nation, looks much farther than the honorable || at the expense of our own domestic. peace and con- 
Senator from Arkansas, and has views much more || cord? hat sortof policy is that which will lead 
extensive and enlarged in relation to this matter. |) us on step by step in the pursuit of conquest, while 
In calling the attention of the Senate to the in- |! at home there is such formidable opposition toa 
structions proposed by the two departments of this || policy of this sort as to onsinaaye the very institu- 
Government—the Navy and the War Departments || tions of the Government? hatever may be the 
views of the Executive or of American statesmen 
Mexico and California, with a view to prosecute || in regard to this policy, it seems to me to be asub- 
_ ject which requires the utmost deliberation. 
fact must stand out above all others: and that was, || It would, he thought, be a poor return for the 
| that having acquired the territory of New Mexico || achievement of a legislative victory on the of 
and California, the officers having charge of these || his friends on the other side of the Chamber—it 
expeditions were expressly instructed to take pos- |, would be a poor consolation to the people of this 
session and keep it, with a view to the adoption of || country, after having carried our arms to the Pa- 
the uti possidetis principle by the Government in || cific, if the pequiestiqa of territory, which would 
relation to that territory, which they had been told || be the result of that proceeding, should have the 
embraced a larger extent than the whole of the |, effect of creating internal discord, and destroying 
| original thirteer’ States of this Union. The hon- || the institutions of thiscoun:ry, There was.aques- 
orable Senator from New York [Mr. Drx] an- || tion involved in this consideration which oak 
| nounced, a few days ago, the important fact, that || owed them likeacloud. The question of 
| our acquisition of territory amounted to one-third || slavery, as the conscript fathers of the Republic 
| of the whole of Mexico, and embraced one-tenth || well knew when the Government was first estab- 
| of her population. 


| more it was agitated. 
| the extent to which this Government desired to go || Why, then, should they pursue a policy that 
hat was the state 
mind, from all the circumstances connected with || of things now, as exhibited in the pc r branch 
| this subject, that the intention on the part of the |! of the lastaaloant Was it not plainly to be per- 
| Government was the application of the uti possidetis || ceived that there was a majority there that could 
| principle to all the territory that had thus been || carry measures which it would be the interest of 
| acquired. !t was painful to him to advert to these || this country to reject? Should they not, while 
| movements on the part of this Government; but || they had it in their power, avoid a policy which 
| when a great principle was at stake, whatever | would occasion the agitation of this. question? Ho 
| might be the consequences, he could not withhold | thought they should announce suc a determina- 
| the expression of his opinion in regard to them. || tion at once, from both sides of this aemten ap 
ut, 


| and to the world, of an officer of the Government | announce to the people of this country that you are 
of the United States, with the sanction of the con" about to add one-third of the territory of Mexico 
| stituted authorities of this Government, not only ac- || to. your already extended limits, and one-tenth of 


|| quiring territory belonging to Mexico, but, against |, her population, and put to them the questipn as to 


all precedent,'all authority, all rule, and against | their approval of your pole , and it will be met by 
| every true policy, as it seemed to him, as well as || a response which will be felt from one end of this 
against the interests of this nation, establishing a | extended continent to the other—a response, the 


with the consent and approbation of the President | foundations on which our institutions rest. . Sir, 


hazards like these ? 









SA MPD Ay bey ACNE BES 
r 


And whatever might be the || lished, would become the more dangerous the _ 
|| understanding of the Senator from Arkansas as to 
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The of which I am speaking now, and 
= almost dread to discuss, agitated the coun- 
‘eils of our fathers; and there is, resulting from the 


policy pursued by them, an example which seems 


to me worthy of praise—an example of compro- | elements of character which render 


mise and conciliation, avoiding extremes on either | 
side. I call, therefore, upon our friends on the | 
other side so to leave this question as to promote | 
the sound policy of the Government; as to heal up | 
the wounds which dissension has already made; 
to quiet the apprehensions of the public mind, and — 
to follow the example of the illustrious fathers of | 
the republic, in announcing that the object of this | 
Administration is not to add territory to the Union | 
by dismembering another nation; that it is not | 
their object to pursue a policy that will shake the | 
public sentiment of this country to a dangerous | 
extent. They owe it to themselves and to the | 
country to place the a. of the present Govern- | 
ment upon this ground. Sir, it appears to me that 
it is the interest of this Executive to quiet the feel- 
ing that now exists in this country upon this sub- | 
ject, instead of asking money for the purpose of | 
acquiring territory, which will excite and exas- | 
perate that feeling. As you have announced to | 
the country that the war was not commenced for 
conquest, you should also announce that it is not 
to end by conquest. Have we not land enough 
to satisfy any American citizen? Or is there such 
a pressing necessity to have more, that we will en- 
danger all that is dear to us in the pursuit of this 
policy ? 

Sir, there is another branch of this subject to 
which I will briefly advert, Suppose the Presi- 
dent should purchase Upper California and New 
Mexico; suppose he applies the money to be given | 
to him by this bill in such a way as to secure to 
us those territories, and presents to the Senate a 
treaty with the republic of Mexico to that effect: 
do gentlemen suppose that it is a matter of cer- | 
tainty that the Senate will accede to it? Where, 
then, is the propriety of urging a measure that can 
end in no good? Is there any certainty, I ask, | 


that a treaty negotiated upon this basis can ever || 


receive the sanction of the Senate? In view of the | 
great divisions which distract this country, a ma- | 
jority of two-thirds on a question like this is very 


difficult to be obtained. Suppose, then, a treaty | 


negotiated on this basis should be presented to the || 
Senate and rejected: what, then, is the attitude || 


which you will occupy before this nation and the 
world? You will indicate to Europe, that while the | 
President has announced that the war at its begin- 
ning was not forconquest, you announce that both | 
the beginning and the close of the war has been ex- 
clusively for conquest. There is the positive fact 
presented to the view of the world. 
result. Negotiation concluded, and a treaty pre- | 
sented to the Senate and rejected, and what will | 
you have gained? Increased divisions, excite- | 
ment, and disorder throughout the land; danger- 
ous agitation; everything, sir, which the mind can | 
conceive or the eye look upon, threatening the dis- | 
turbance of the peace and quiet of the people of | 
this country. 
Again: suppose 
basis, and it is confirmed by the Senate: what do 
you gain? You have additional territory; what 
do you propose to do with it? I suppose there is 
not a citizen of this country who, if the question 
were put to him, would not say that you have ter- | 
ritory enough already. But you acquire additional 
territory. hat else do you acquire? You will | 
have acquired a large number of the population of 
Mexico, an ignorant, a fanatic, a disorderly peo- 
ple—a population having none of the elements of 
character in common with the people of this coun- 
try—a population sprung from a different origin, 
having none of the blood of the Anglo-Saxons run- 
ning in their veins—a people differing from you in 
origin, in character, in feelings, and in principles— 


ou make a treaty upon this | 





havin rae in common with you. What are 
you . do with them? Are you to govern them 


as you do your slaves in those States which now 
tolerate the institution of slavery? Are you to 
treat them as serfs belonging to the land which 
you acquire, as attached to the soil? Or will you 
them on a level with the le of this coun- 
? Will ' ve them the sears which 
en ena em to te an 
ithe acntdlen ot tie’ Government? Will: 
te them to the character of citizens of the 
“ it is now universally be- 
ople of Mexico are entirely des- 
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| two Houses, ask us, if he chooses, to receive a | 
message from him disclosing his policy; let him | 





here is the || 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


titute of the capacity of self-government? Sir, if 
they are to constitute a portion of your popula- 
tion—if they are to become free citizens side by 
side with us—it may be that, in displaying those 
em now the 
most unstable, unsettled, inefficient population on 
the face of the globe, you may have the same dif- 
ficulty in governing eas that the authorities in 
Mexico have. I will acknowledge the energy and 
power of this Government, but at the same time 
remember their remoteness from the centre of ac- 
tion; remember the responsibility that you would 
incur, owing to their distance from the seat of 
” wer. You may pass your laws, but you may not 


e able to control the people and to enforce their | 


obedience. 
Sir, in every aspect in which I can view this 
subject, it does seem to me that it becomes us to 
ause before adopting a policy like this. 
resident, in his confidential relations with the 


put this grant of three millions upon a known and 
recognised basis; let the country be satisfied that 


the appropriation is intended to accomplish a great || 
|| national object that will meet their approval; and, 


my word for it, he will not find a dissenting voice. 


There is no party in this country willing to throw | 
|| obstructions in the way of beneficial measures— | 
measures for the advancement of the interests and | 


the glory of this country. I know how apt we 


are to look upon the Representatives in these halls | 


as opposed to each other upon all questions sub- 


mitted to them, because they represent different | 
portions of the country, and, to some extent, dif- | 
ferent interests ; but, upon a question like this, it | 
|| will be found that they represent but one people, 
|| having a common object to promote the good of 


the whole nation. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the subject be in- 
formally passed over. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the Senate go into 
Executive session. 

Mr. DIX requested the Senator from Arkansas 
to withdraw that motion as he had a report to 
make from the committee of conference on the 
points of difference between the Senate and the 
Flouse of Representatives on the ten regiment bill, 


which it was important to pass as soon as possi- | 


ble. 


Mr. SEVIER withdrew his motion accordingly. || 


THE TEN REGIMENT BILL. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee of Conference, 
upon the ten regiment bill, submitted the following 
report: 


The committee of conference on the part of the Senate, 


on the gisagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill enti- | 


tled “An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional mili- 


}| tary force, and for other purposes,” report— 
That they have met the conferees on the part of the House || 


of Representatives, and after free and full conference on 


the subject of the disagreeing votes, have agreed to recom- || 
mend, and do recommend, to the respective Houses, as fol- | 


lows: 


1. That the Senate recede from its amendment to the first | 
section of the bill, striking out the remainder of the section | 


after the word “ war,” and agree that the section stand as 


|| originally passed by the House, with an amendment, insert- 


ing after the word “ act,”’ in the 18th line, the words, “ ex- 
cepting the field officers of the aforesaid regiments.” 
2. That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 


amendment of the House striking out the word “ one” from | 
the 6th line of the third amendment of the Senate, and in- | 


serting the word “two,” and agree to the sume. 


3. That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the || 


amendinent of the House to the fourth amendment of the 
Senate, and agree to the same, with the following amend- 
ments, viz: Strike out “ five hundred” in the 10th line, and 
insert “seven hundred and fifty ;” strike out “ shall,” in the 
13th line, and insert “ may at the discretion of the Secretary 
of War.” 

4. That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to the sixth amendment of the 
Senate, and agree to the same with an amendment, striking 


out of said amendment of the House the word “ eighty,” in || 


the 8th line of said amendment, and inserting ‘ forty ;”’ 
striking out the word “ fifty,” in the 9th line of said amend- 
ment, und inserting “ twenty-five ;” striking out in the 14th 
line, and after the word “ mother,” to and including the 
word “ sisters’’ in the 15th line. 

5. That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
amendinent of the House to the 7th amendment of the Sen- 
ate, and agree to the same. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


LEW. CASS, 


Conferees on the of the Senate. 
f LINN BOYD 


J. R. INGERSOLL 
Conferees on the part of the House. 
Mr. STURGEON hoped the Senator from New 
York would explain the several points embraced 
in the report. 


Let the | 


Mr. DIX said, it was very im 


report; and he accordi moved that the Senate 
now proceed to its sanlicaton, —_ ie 
from 


Mr. BERRIEN appealed to the Senator 
New York not to press his motion at this time, the 
d to. . 


Senate being very thin. 

ag — ny 

r. said, the first point in the 

committee, related to the sionioe to the camane 
ofthe bill. That proviso authorized the Presidem 
of the United States to appoint the officers to be 
raised by this bill, during the recess of the 
and to submit the nominations of officers s9 
pointed at the next session. The Senate ausendel 
the bill by striking out that proviso, and the 
'| disagreed to the Senate’s amendment. The com. 
|| mittee of conference had agreed to recommend the 

adoption of the proviso, with the exception of the 
|| field officers. In that form it would require the 

President to nominate the field officers during the 
present session of Congress, leaving him to i 
|| the company officers during the recess, and to send 
|| their nominations to the Senate at the next ges. 

sion. 
|| The second amendment upon which the 
|| Houses disagreed was in relation to the 
ment of assistant surgeons. The amendment of 
the Senate provided that there should be one gur- 
geon and one assistant surgeon to each regiment, 
The House amended the amendment by i i 

the assistants to two; and the committee of confer. 
| ence recommend the Senate to recede, so that there 
may be one surgeon and two assistant surgeons 
to each regiment. 

The third point of disagreement was in relation 
to the appointment of chaplains. The Senate 
authorized the appointment of one chaplain to each 
regiment, providing that the volunteers should 
elect their own chaplain. The House di 
to that amendment, and provided for the appoint- 
ment of one chaplain to each brigade; and instead 
of being elected by the regiments, they were to be 
employed by the council of administration, of 
which each regiment has one, consisting of three 
| officers. The House also proposed to reduce the 

compensation to $500. The committee of confer- 

| ence recommend, as a compromise between $1000 
roposed by the Senate and $500 proposed by the 
ete: the sum of $750. There was alsoa 
f of 








~~ 


vision in the House amendment, that the ¢ i 
|| appointed for the different posts under the law 
|| 1838, should be required, where the force of such 
|| posts was reduced more than one-half, to go to the 
| seat of war, and in case of refusal, they were to be 
removed from their offices. Of those posts, there 
were twenty where chaplains had been heretofore 
employed under the direction of the War Depart 
/ment. By a regulation of the War Department, 
when a garrison was withdrawn the appoimtment 
| of chaplain ceased. Some six garrisons had been 
withdrawn during the war, so that the number was 
reduced to fourteen. At two other posts there 
were vacancies, so that there were in fact but 
twelve post chaplains. Then, again, the act which 
authorized their appointment required them to per 
_ form the duty of schoolmaster at the posts; so that 
wherever a garrison remained it was difficult to 
dispense with them. Besides, the posts were very 
remote—in Arkansas, Iowa, and at other distant 
points, only three being on the seaboard, 
/committee of conference recommend to the two 
|| Houses, instead of making it imperative, to leave 
it to the discretion of the Secretary of War to 1 
| quire these chaplains to go into the field with the 
| army or not, as he thought proper. The amend- 
ment, therefore, as agreed to by the committee, 
| would authorize the appointment of one 
| to a brigade instead of to a regiment, to be ap 


inted by the council of administration, 
| YP being ssecand by the regiments, ata salary of 
and one ration, giving to the erates: 
ar a discretion in relation to the appointment 
| post chaplains. , ed 
| The fourth point was respecting the bounty: 
rovision, which the Senate introduced. | The 
Seen had made several amendments to this pro 
vision. The first amendment was by the intro 
duction of the word “ musicians” after the 
« non-commissioned officers,” giving to them 
benefit of the bounty-land. That was the corre 
tion of an accidental omission. Another was) 
change of the line of inheritance aa in 


rodueed 
| the nserted in the 


nate. In the provision as 1 





Senate should proceed to the consideration of 
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in the present bill, to those who have been, or who 


‘ unless it was indispensably necessary. The more 


ein 


| them all, tha 


the was, in case of the death of the 
er, that the title should gorfirst to the widow, 
4 to the children, third to the father, fourth 
‘mother, and fifth to the brothers and sisters. 
had been changed in the House, so as to 
first the widow and children, giving them 

joint interest; ‘second to the father; third to the 
mother; leaving out the colluterals—brothers and 
sisters. During the late war, the bounty-land pro- 
‘vision excluded brothers and sisters, and all collat- 
erals, distinctly. There was no such exclusion 
here; but under another part of this bill, provision 
was made that it should go to the heirs-at-law. In 
these amendments the committee recommend a con- 


ned 


; “There was another amendment to this section, 
ing the benefit of the bounty-land provision, or 
ip provision, with a reduction of the amount 


shall be, called into the service for a less time than 
twelve months. The committee had agreed to a 
ise on this subject, and had retained the 
with a reduction of the bounty to one- 
ix, givin forty acres of land, or scrip for twen- 
dollars, instead of eighty acres, and fifty 
. In that form the committee recommended 
the Senate to concur. He understood the provis- 
jon which came from the House, giving a bounty 
to those who serve for less than twelve months, 
‘was passed there with greatunanimity. ‘The other 
ints were of but little importance. He moved 
that the rt be adopted. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the report of the 
ittee of: conference would not be adopted. 
This bill went from the Senate with one of the 
most obnoxious and objectionable features, and it 
came from the House with that feature expunged. 
The committee of conference, however, had par- 
jally restored it. He referred to that portion of 
the bill which authorized the President in the re- 
cess of the Senate to appoint the company officers, | 
subject to the approval or rejection by the Senate at 
its next session. 
When this proposition was before the Senate on || 
a former occasion, he took the opportunity to say || 
that he thought it was unnecessary, because he || 
believed that sufficient time was given to the Presi- | 
dent to enable him to make suitable and proper 
selections; and that there was no necessity to in- 
in the bill what at least might con- 
sidered a doubtful power, and by many was held 
to be an unconstitutional exercise of power. He 
t so still. He believed that as good a se- 
lection could be made now by the President of the 
United States, before the termination of the present 
session of the Senate, as could be made afterwards. || 
He thought, then, that it was not only unnecessary || 
but inexpedient. He was in favor of the volun- 
teer system in preference to regular soldiers, and | 
for this, among other reasons, that it curtails the 
of the Executive. He had said before, and || 
Tepeated it now, that he thought this power || 
which was now attempted to be intrusted to the 
President, of appointing in the recess, a dangerous 
power, 











Such a power ought never to be given, || 


time they gave for the exercise of the Executive 

diseretion, the greater opportunity and the strong- 

erthe motive there might be to make an improper 

tse of that discretion. He spoke of the principle: 

and he repeated that the longer time was given to | 

ve discretion in the selection of officers 

under the Government, the greater was the danger 

ofan abuse of power, and the appointment of per- 

fons from motives other than those that should 

the appointing power. But if this was 

80 necessary—if this was ever so expedient, 

to him that it was an unconstitutional 

power. He was so well satisfied that this power 

could not be _ by Congress to the Executive, 

that he would not vote for the bill so long as such 
4 ion was contained in it. 

wished to take up the time of the Senate a 

y moments on this single point: Is it competent 

0 nited States, under the 

tion, to vest in the President the power, in 

the recess, to appalet officers of the army, who are 

by legislative enactment, when the Senate 

¢ United States is in session? That was the 


, He took it for granted, it would be agreed by 
u t no officer of the United States could || 


» Congress of the 





|| ceptions. 


| directly. ‘ 
|| cer under the Constitution of the United States: | 





iS Office, unless the authority for the appoint. || 
given by the Constitution. TheConstitu- | 





modes in which the officers of the United States 
should be authorized to execute their duties; and 
unless the mode pointed out in any particular law, 
was conformable to the Constitution, such power 
could not be given. This was the fundamental 
proposition with which he started, and no one could 
gainsay it. Let us, then, look at the instrument 
which gives authority to appoint the officers of the 
United States, for he took it for granted, none 
would deny that these were officers of the United 
States. They were as much officers of the United 
States as ambassadors or ministers, and as collec- 
tors of the customs. They were officers created 
by law. The powers and duties of the office were 
exercised under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States; and they were not volunteers under 
the laws of the various States; for that was not 
incorporated in the bill. They were regular offi- 


cers of the army; and, being such, their appoint- || 
ment—whether of captain, colonel, or major—was || 


to be looked for, and ascertained by reference to 
the instrument, which alone could confer authority 
to = to office. 

ith the permission of the Senate—for this was 
to be presented to the Senate to be decided, asa 
matter of principle, and whatever the decision 
might be, it would become a precedent to be fol- 
lowed hereafter, and hence, it would become them 
to settle this question right—he asked their atten- 
tion for a moment to the provisions of the Consti- 
tution, which creates the authority to appoint to 
office under that Constitution. 

He begged leave to remark that, in general, the 
spirit and the policy of the Constitution was such 
as to require all the officers to be appointed by the 
President, with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate. That was the great, cardinal, governing rule 
in relation to appointments. It was supposed by 
the framers of that instrument to be the best mode. 
It was thought desirable that in most cases the 
authority should not be vested in the President 


|| alone, or in the heads of departments, or any other 


body alone; but that it should be in two bodies, 
and that it should be carried out by the concurrent 
act of more than one. That was the general doc- 
trine of the Constitution. But with the view of 
providing for cases which may arise, and for emer- 
gencies which may exist, and to prevent the Senate 
from being constantly in session, the framers of the 
Constitution had taken care to provide for the ap- 
pointment of minor shennal 

which were required to be made by and with the ad- 


| vice and consent of the Senate. He would not | 
| go into the reasons for this. 


But this provision, requiring the concurrent 
action of two bodies, was doubtless designed to 
get better men, and to guard against mistakes and 
errors, and something worse. But these were ex- 
And what were they? 

The Constitution provided for the election of cer- 
tain officers, not by the President, but by the people 
The Vice President himself was an offi- 


and how was he appointed? By the President? 


| By the President by and with the advice and con- 


sent of the Senate? No. By the Constitution 
this was provided for. But the appointment of 
others is also provided for. These are the words: 


“He [the President) shall have power by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, pro- 
vided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he 
shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other ministers 
and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all other 
officers of the United States whose appointments are not 


| hereinbefore provided for, and which shall be established 


by law: but the Congress may by law vest the appointment 
of such inferior oilicers as they think proper, in the Presi- 
dent alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of depart- 
ments.”? 

The Constitution has provided specifically for 
appointments, some by the mode here pointed out, 
and others by election, such as the President and 
Vice President. The Secretary of this body was 


|| an officer under the Constitution: and how was he 


appointed? The Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives also was an officer of the United States, 
under the Constitution; and his election was ex- 
pressly provided for. These were the first class of 
cases forming the exception to the general rule. 
Well, then, were these officers of the army, officers 


| of the United States, under the Constitution? That 


would not be denied. Had, then, the Constitution 
made any specific ene for their appointment? 
They had usually been brought under the clause to 


others than those | 
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| tion of the United States provided the several 





|| the President had appointed. Even a 


which he had called the attention of the *Senate. 
bates it * Constitution ided that the Presi- 
ent might be authorized by Congress to 
inferior officers, or the epniatniant might be vest 
ed in the courts of law, or in the heads of 
ments. Now any one knew what this 
By inferior officers, was meant cleris, 
of revenue, clerk of the Su Court, and t 
like, who might be —— by others than the 
President, or by the President by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. "They a might 
appointed by the heads of departments. 
too, which was sitting in this Capitol, might appoint 
| its own clerk. And the Secretary of the 
every day appointed inspectors of customs by au- 
thority of law predicated on this article of the 
Constitution. But these men were not within this 
provision. They are not to be appointed by heads 
of departments, nor by courts of law. In what 
other way, then, are hey to be appointed? The 
provision which he had read stated how. 
were to be nominated by the President, and a 
pointed by and with the advice and consent of thi 
Senate. 

Now, suppose there was nothing else in the Con- 
stitution, would these officers be embraced by that 
| provision? Let us look at it. They were to be 
| appointed by the President by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate when they met again. 
That was the provision of this bill. But under 
this clause of the Constitution, there were to be 
two acts done before these offices could be filled; 
two concurrent acts: one by the President, and 
| one on the part of the Senate; and before both are 
done, there can be no such thing as the execution 
| of an office by an individual. What was the Presi- 
dent to do? To nominate; to designate an indi- 
vidual to an office. He cannot appoint in the first 
instance, but he points out the individual who is 
to be appointed; the contingency of his appoint- 
ment depending on the action of the Senate if favor- 
able, and the President choses to appoint. Even 
| if the Senate confirm the nomination, the appoint- 
| ment depends on the President. He is under no 
| obligation to appoint. He repeated, then, that 
| under this provision of the Constitution, both acts 
must occur before ‘the individual could exercise 
the powers of an office. There must be first a 
' Nomination, then approbation, and then an appoint- 

ment. The Supreme Court had decided this to be 
the course under this provision of the Constitution; 
for that court had decided that until the appoint- 
ment was made the office was not filled. ere 
could be no occupation of an office until the Presi- 
dent had nominated, the Senate had approved, and 
r the Sen- 
| ate may have approved, the President may with- 
hold the commission which is the evidence of the 
appointment. Nay, he may refuse altogether, and 
| then the nomination and confirmation fall to the 
| ground. 
| Whether the President could exercise this dis- 





he 


i 








cretionary power or not—and the Constitution de- 
cided that he can—one thing was clear, that when 
the Senate was in session, the President had to no- 
minate and the Senate was to confirm, before there 
could be any exercise of an office. All then which 
they had to do was to look and see if the case pro- 
| vided for here was embraced in the Constitution. It 
| was proposed by this amendment, to which the 
committee of conference had agreed, that the Presi- 
dent, during the recess, may appoint captains and 
all subordinate officers, and submit them to the 
Senate for ratification or rejection at the next ses- 
| sion. Well, if the os is now ue the instant 
the bill was passed there was a colonelcy to a regi- 
ment, and a captaincy; and could not the President 
appoint now? The bill would provide that he 
should appoint, unless these appointments were 
embraced in the clause which he had read. If the 
President did not nominate while the Senate was 
in session, there could be no exercise of the ap- 
pointing power by the President, for the President 
could not appoint until the Senate had confirmed. 
The result was, that an attempt was now to be 
made to fill an office in the recess of the Senate, 
which exists before the recess, and to authorize 
the President to fill it—not by the sole act of the 
President, but by the subsequent act of the Senate 
of the United States. Now, there could be no 
doubt of this, that they could not authorize the 








President to fill an office during the recess which 
exists before the recess, unless they authorized hi 
i under this law agreeably to a provision of the 
















pot concurrent power with any one else. ; 
Now what were the remaining provisions of this 
Constitution? There was but one other, and that 
ided that “‘ The President shall have er 
‘ to fill up all vacancies that may happen during 


‘the recess of the Senate, by granting commis- 
‘sions which shall expire at the end of their next 
‘ session.” To inst the possibility of in- 


jury to the public service, and to prevent constant 
sessions of the Senate, it was here provided that 
vacancies might be filled by the President. But 
when must they close? At the end of the next 
session. But had they here vacancies created in 
the recess? He would not go into that question, 
for if there were vacancies in the recess, there are 
vacancies now; and the President’s power to fill 


vacancies only extended to those which were cre- || 


ated during the recess. Suppose one of the judges 
of the Supreme Court now in session here should 


die; did. gentlemen suppose that the vacancy could | 





be filled after the adjournment of the Senate? And | 


why not? 


For this obvious reason, that the Con- |! 


stitution did not give such power to the President, | 


unless the vacancy occurred during the recess. 
But one werd as to the power of the President 
to appoint alone. He had considered no provision 
of Constitution except that which gave Con- 
gress the power to vest the appointment of inferior 
officers in the President and the President alone. 
He was sure the judicial men of that body could 


not have failed to notice the marked distinction || 
between the phraseology of this bill and that of the || 
|| Mr. H. then referred to another act of the same 


Constitution. ‘There was not one word in the 
Constitution about the Presideyt appointing during 
the recess. He may commission, and the com- 
mission shallexpire. But he may do another thing. 
At the commencement of the next session he may 
make a new appointment, or he may omit to send 
in a nomination to the Senate. But what does 


this bill provide? Why, it gave the President no | 


diseretion at all, except in the first instance, for he 
would be required to send in the nominations here. 
They were providing in terms, that those that he 
does appoint now he shall nominate. Bat if they 
gave 
must be complete in itself, unless the vacancy oc- 
curred during the recess. 

The only provision by which this section could 
be sustained was that part of the article which he 


had read, by which power might be vested in the | 


President, alone, to appoint inferior officers. Now 


admit that these are inferior officers, and that Con- | 


gress may by law vest authority to appoint such 
inferior officers in the President alone; but they 
could not give him power under this clause of the 
Constitution to appoint anybody except those 
whom he pleased to appoint, and such officer hold- 
ing the office would do.so without any control on 
the part of the Senate of the United States. There 
were two essential principles or elements in this. 


The one was, that the President alone might have || 
authority conferred on him, and not on the President | 


and the Senate. And what did thatimply? Why 


that he was under the control of nobody else, but || 


wer was complete to effect the appoint- 
ments. What was the other element? That when 
he has executed it, the power is completely finish- 
ed; and that he is to 
thereafter. It gives him the sole power to revoke 


the appointment, and when it is done there isan | 


end of it. But what did this amendment propose ? 
To vest in the President not the authority alone to 


' 
| 
| 


j 


| 


| the recess of Congress, to appoint and commission | 
|| as many field officers as he thought expedient. | 


|| gress was in session. 
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Constitution, by gixing +him. the sole power, and | in 38, and thay areubdsaencaliwbebdicndaninn: 


tion—with what a clear understanding of the terms 
of this Constitution, of its spirit as well.as its let- 
ter—the framers of it applied — iple for which 
he was now contending. He held in hia hand the 
first act he could find—an act of the twenty-sev- 
enth April, 1798, providing for an additional arma- 
ment for the protection of the trade of the United 
States, (first volume of the Statutes at Large, page 
552.) This law provides for the creation of office 
ty the act itself. And what did Con do? 

hey knew it tould not be executed while Con- 
What, then, did they do? 

id they enact that the President might appoint 
during recess of the Senate, and afterwards 
send in his nomination? No. They read the 
| Constitution very different from that; and -there- 


cers whom it was necessary to appoint during the 
| recess of the Senate, might be appointed and com- 
missioned by the President alone. How clear that 





with power to make the appointments, unless it 


| was vested in him alone, and they made provision | 
And when they came to establish a pro- | 
|| visional army, what did they do? The office did | 


| for it. 
| not exist. It was not created; therefore, nobody 
|| could fill it, because there was no office to fill. But 
| the President was authorized, in case of necessity, 


to make inlistments into the army. Thus the office | 
was created during the recess, and provision was || 


made to fill it. 


| Session, authorizing the President, by and with the 
| advice and consent of the Senate, or by himself in 


| But there was nota word about their nomination 
|| being submitted to the Senate at the next session. 


e President the power at all, that power 


responsible to nobody || 


There was another act, too, of a similar charac- 
| ter, which he proceeded to quote. He-said he had 


| not been able to put his hand on one which autho- | 


| rized the appointments to be made as was proposed 
‘| in the bill. 

In the act of 1813 there were some provisions 
| somewhat similar to this, but they were all or most 
| of them passed the last day of the session. Some 
|| of them were 
|, March. But he knew not of any imperious neces- 
sity for the agitation of this question now, when 
|| the appointments could all be now made. 

Tt was a question of an exceedingly doubtful au- 
| thority, in his judgment. it would be a clear case 
|| of action without the authority of the Constitution, 
| and therefore he would not do it. Let them com- 
|| him have the responsibility of making the appoint- 
; ments alone. 

|| He had felt it to be his duty to make these re- 
| marks to the Senate; and having done his duty, he 
would not longer detain the Senate. 

Mr. CASS said he did not see how this law 
| could be properly executed, if the proviso autho- 
rizing the President to appoint company officers 
|| during the recess of the Senate were struck out. 
|| It is well understood that the President designs to 
|| make the commissions of these officers contingent 
upon the raising of the men. Arrangements will 
|, be made to receive companies with their officers, 
or to allow persons with influence in their neigh- 
| borhood to raise them. By this means we shail 


| be sure of having the force immediately, and of | 
appoint, but to appoint during the recess, subject || bringing it into operation without delay. Those | 


to the approval or rejection of the Senate hereafter. | expecting commissions will be stimulated to exer- 
Now, how did this infringe on the principle of the | tions, and the companies will soon be filled up. 
Constitution? Why, both these elements were || This was the course pursued in 1813, and with 


defeated. The authority here 


given was no authority from the Constitution. 


roposed to be | success, and he could speak with the more cer- 
It || tainty, as he 


rticipated in it. But if, during the 


was not an appointment by the President by and || four weeks of the session that remain, these nomi- 


with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


t by the heads of dep: ts. 


t forgetful of the instances which had 
Senator from Michigan, who had 
ore him. He was well aware of 
e and 1813 on the 
“d to call the attention of the 





an appointment by the President in the | In other parts 
’ office becoming vacant | to authorize persons to raise the men and to have 
the companies filled in time for the nomination of 


‘| no pay till the men are raised. 


1 t was | nations must be submitted to the Senate, this mode 
notanappointment by the President alone. It was | of operation cannot be adopted, except perhaps in 


|| a very small circle round 


d the seat of Government. 
of the Union it would be impossible 


the officers to the present Senate. And, indepen- 
dent of the great delay which would take place, 
|| the expense would be much increased, for, if the 
officers are first appoinind, they will draw their 
pay immediately, while it may be a long time be- 
ore their commands are filled; whereas, upon the 
other plan, the officers are not in service and draw 
In the two im- 


fore they provided, by section three, that the offi- | 


was. The office existed; but the framers of the | 
law knew thatthe President could not be invested | 


portant particulars, then, of celerit ec 
and, it may be added, of public am 
obviously better to appoint the officers 
men are raised than to appoint the 
raise the men Peeves Wemi 
campaign in the process of inlistment, much 
for the policy of the measure. - wate 
But it is objected that the proposition is uncon. 
stitutional, and that we cannot authorize the 
dent to appoint these officers in the recess of the 
Senate, and require their nomination at our next 
session. That this has been done heretofore is not 
disputed; for the fourth section of the act 
January 29, 1813, contains the same grant Ceien 
in almost the same words, though it extends it fan. 
ther; for - ee the field as well as 
officers. he validity of this precedent, gj 
Mr. Madison, is, local denied, and upen wi 
grounds? The Constitution of the United 
authorizes four modes of appointment: Ist, the 
President and Senate; 2d, > the President 
3d, by the heads of departments; and 4th, by the 
courts of law. The grant of power with pesp 
to the three latter is in these words: “ But the 
‘ gress may, by law, vest the appointment of such 
‘ inferior officers as they think proper in the Presi. 
‘dent alone, in the courts of law, or in the heady 
|| ‘of departments.”” What are “ inferior offieers"? 
within the words of the Constitution ? By an act 
|| of Congress, passed during General W i 
administration, approved March 3d, 1991, the 
President was authorized to raise a corps “of two 
|| ‘thousand non-commissioned officers, ‘privates, 
|| and musicians, with a suitable number of coms 
|| * missioned officers,’’ and he was authorized “along 
| § to appoint the commissioned officers thereof” 








ed late on the night of the 3d of | 


|| pel the President to send in his nominations, or let | 


By an act of Congress of March 5th, 1792, the 


President ‘‘alone”’ was ‘“‘authorized*to appoint, for 
|| the cavalry so to be e ed, the proper commis» 
|| sioned officers.”” Similar provisions are found in 


|| subsequent acts of Congress, and they prove diss 
|| tinetly, that from the commencement of the gov 
ernment, military officers of these grades were con- 
|| sidered “ inferior officers,’’ and their i 
|| therefore, might be vested in the President, 
|| ‘This almost contemporaneous construction of 
the Constitution is now disputed, and it is con 
| tended that these officers are not “ inferior.” Two. 
views of the subject are promniates the dis- 
|| tinguished Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Cau 
|| HouN,] and the other by the Senator from North 
| Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] supported by the other 
|| Senator from South Carolina, |Mr. Butien-) The 
former [Mr. Catnoun] seems to confine the word 
|| **inferior’’ to its natural signification, while the 
| latter give to it a meaning never before i 
The former contends that clerks and officers of that 
description about the departments come within the 
term, and that their appointments may be madein 
|| one of the three peculiar modes pointed out by the 
Constitution. He asks, if you include company 
officers in the term ‘* inferior,’’ where will you 
|| stop? I answer, if you include clerks orany other 
|| public agents within that term, is it not justasdif 
ficult to find a precise place to stop? Mathematical 
|| precision is not attainable here. 
| In any moral investigations, nor in more phys 
‘| ones. Who can tell where day ends and 
|| begins? And yet we know that the one gi 
|| to the other. We know that the Chief Justiceof 
'| the United States is a ‘‘ superior” officer,and 
|| a messenger in a department is an “ inferior’ one; 
and yet there is a necessary latitude of discretion 
in determining where, between the two, 
ends and inferiority begins. What right hasthe 
distinguished Senator from South Carolina tof 
that a clerk stands on one side of the bou 
line any more than a third lieutenant in the army? 
He says that this discretion my be abused; and so 
it may, and so may any other iscretion; and still, 
from the very constitution of our nature, ae 
must be granted. Practical men should fear’ 
seek to restrain it as much as they can. But they 
should fear it and restrain it the most in those case? 
where it is most likely to be abused. (€ 
have an unlimited right of taxation; and by: 
theory of the Constitution, they may at any time 
collect a tax equal to the whole value of 
in the Union; and when collected, they may 
it into the sea, or if they cannot do that, they may 
make some other expenditure of it equally stra 
and absurd. But no man in his senses ¥ 
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| think of guarding against an abuse like that; an@ 


any practical abuse of this power of 


ght lose a whet | 4 


t is not attainable 
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~~ eat ye almost equally improbable. No law: 
ee hae n any other subject with- 
i ‘ Seats’ of tite Sonate. Wear little 

Jy wantonly to throw away our own power. 
‘are much more likely to guard it with jealous 


honorable Senator from South Carolina 

ye, apparently as a test question, whether the 
of these company officers could be 
the heads of departments and in the courts 
. Fanhesitatingly answer yes; and I do not 
‘that alters the state of the affair. The 
of this part of the controversy turns upon a 
3 tion of what are ‘inferior officers,” 
je true meaning of the Constitution. When 
vonce determined that an office is an “ inferior 
one,” it may then be filled in either of the second- 
» snodes referred’ to: by the President, by the 
department, or by a court of law. And 

is little real danger to be apprehended that 

es intments will be thrown into ae 
mili offices given to the courts of law, 
clerics to the tiene of departments. I do 
understand the effect which the Sen- 
, uth Carolina would give to the word 
lone,” in this connexion: “in the President 
sione.”” I see no other effect of the word but to 
Garadiatinguish this grant from the preceding one, 


where the Senate is a codrdinate branch with the 
Praitent in the appointing power. But the Sen- 
sor from North Carolina, [Mr. Bancer,] and the 





Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burier,] give || 


an entirely different meaning to the word “ infe- 
ior,” and one, it appears to me, utterly inconsist- 
ent with the just rules of construction. They con- 
and so fer justly, that there are superior and 
words “superior”? (which word, however, is not 
inthe Constitution,) and ‘‘inferior’’ have no rela- 
their natural signification as indicating offi- 

more or less important, but that superior offi- 
cers are those whose appointments are specifically 


provided for in the Constitution; and that “ infe- |} 


ror officers’’ are those provided for by law. The 
Constitution enumerates but two classes of officers 
y : one concerned in our foreign relations, 
Seas other in our courts of law. These are 
ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, 
and .of the Supreme Court.” 
The construction contended for leads to this pal- 
ity: that a consul at the smallest for- 
\ is @ superior officer, and must go before 
ine for confirmation, because he is: speci- 
fitally mentioned in this section; while the head of 
a ent, the as general of the 
my, the commanding officer of the navy, all the 
officers of the United States, except those on 


ttories, and a host of other officers, with import- 
antfunetions to falfil through the Union, are ** in- 
ferior officers,”” because they are not found enu- 
merited in the same section, and may be appoint- 


ed by the President “alone,” or by the head of a || left out of view when he was determining consti- 


t. Can the head of a department ap- | 


imeelf, or a court of law its own judge? 


‘officers; but they contend also that these || 








| ation. 
| constitutional for its exercise. 


| that this matter is in a nut-shell. 
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specific mode of appointment, it bears precise 
upon all others, leaving the particular grant of 
power a general one, and “all other’’ and ‘* infe- 
rior” the technical designation of the same func- 
tionaries. 

But, sir, the honorable Senator from Connecti- 
cut contends, even if these military officers are 
‘*inferior,’’ still the proviso is’ unconstitutional, 
because their appointments, if vested in the Presi- 
dent at all, must be vested in him anently, 
and without any subsequent action of the Senate. 
I cannot agree with him in this view. Offices 


| may be temporary in their tenure: the incumbent 
| going out at any period fixed by law, certain or 


uncertain. It is the practice of every day in the 
course of our legislation. By the provision under 
consideration, we authorize the President to ap-~ 
point “‘alone” certain “ inferior’’ officers, and we 
require that, at the next session of Congress, the 


| tenure of their offices shall determine, and that 
| their mode of appointment shull be changed from 
| the President ** alone,” to the President and Sen- 


ate; that they shall .pass from the special to the 
general appointing power. And why not? Could 
not a law, containing such a grant of power to the 


| President, be passed to-day, and repeated to-mor- 


row? And if we could terminate its exercise thus, 
by a subsequent law, could we not terminate it in 
the very law making the grant? It appears to me 
In whole or in 
part, the power has been exercised since the foun- 
dation of the Government. We give the President 
a temporary trust, which expires by its own limit- 
We then provide another mode equally 


And this telis the 
whole story. 


Mr. BERRIEN was unwilling to allow a con- 
stitutional ‘question to be met with an argument 


| based on mere expediency. The Senator from 


Michigan told them that if this proviso-were strick- 
en out, this law could not be carried into execu- 
tion; by which he meant to say that it could not 
be carried into effect as advantageously as if it re- 
mained. It was'a mere question of expediency 
which the Senator from Michigan presented, when 
they were engaged in the diseussion of a question 
of a. constitutional power; and he asked if that 
was a fair mode of meeting such a question—if it 
were a legitimate mode of meeting such a question? 
The question was, Can you confer the power on 
the President in the manner proposed? and the 


| answer was, You ought to do so because it is ex- 


| pedient that you should. But were they to be influ- 


| enced by considerations of expediency ? 


to pursue this investigation any fur- | 


r Itseems to me that no such work could 


oe the hands of the framers of our 


Bat, sir, let us-look at this matter a little more 
ly. The President shall nominate, and, 










&e., “and-all other officers of the United 
tates, whose appointments are not herein other- 
ise provided for, and which shall be established 
But the Congress may by law vest the 

sent of such inferior officers as they think 
im the President alone, in the courts of 
, or in the heads of departments.’’ The Con- 
‘provides for the appointments of certain 


the reach of Congress. It then provides for ‘all 
other ” and after that comes the discre- 
onary nas to “inferior officers.”’ But 
we now told that “all other officers,’’ and 
Officers,”’ are congertible terms, and 
the same thing. Wh¥® then, employ one 
im making the grant, and another in 

hg the limitation? Certainly, the. special 
less extensive than the general one, and 
construction makes it the same, because 
officers (as ambassadors, &¢.,) be- 
from its.operation by a previous and 


So far the appointing power is beyond | 


the advice of the Senate, appoint ambassa- || 





|| power proposed 
dehoc. I cannot suffer myself to believe it || 





He well 
recollected, that in the course of the discussion on 
this bill, they were told that there were multiplied 


| applications, from which the President could make 
the bench of the Supreme Court, governors of Ter- || 


selections of the different officers: but how-was it 
now? Why, they were told that he could not 
make a wise discrimination during the present 
session of Congress. 

These were, however, considerations which he 


tutional questions; and he was satisfied that the 
to be given by this’ proviso, was 
a power which they could not give under the Con- 
stutution. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it would not be possible 
for him to vote for this report. The question as 


| it was presented to him was, that the President 
| should, during the recess, appoint all the officers 


of these regiments; and it was to be done on the 
ground of expediency. It was said that they could 
vest in the President power to appoint inferior offi- 
cers, and’ by some construction of the constitu- 
tional provision, it was to give sanction to this pro- 
viso. But it could not be sustained by any fair 
construction. Another ground had‘ been presented 
by the Senator from Michigan, who put it on the 
ground that these officers could not be appointed 
in the time remaining before the end of this ses- 
sion. He briefly examined the arguments urged 
on the Senate, and concluded that the course re- 
commended was: neither expedient, nor constitu- 
tional, nor consistent with the dignity of the Sen- 
ate. By the term ‘inferior officers,” he had 
always understood those persons connected with 
the departments of the Government, suehas clerks, 
an interpretation which he proceeded to defend 
and enforce. i 

Mr. CASS and Mr. CALHOUN entered into 
mutual explanations. 

Mr. BUTLER and Mr. BADGER continued 
the discussion. 










Mr. SE EParaue asked 
vote upon agreeing to first 
mended in the rene of the Oe tee; and the 
yeas and nays being ordered thereon, were taken, 
and resulted as follows: een 


ji i ta rp 


NAYS—Miessrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien Cake 


houn, Cille Clayton. ny. 
Howington, irnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, 

| son, Miller, Niles, , Simmons, Upham, 
and Yulee—22, 


So the Senate refusetl to concur in the first re~ 
commendation of the committee: 

The remainder of the report was then concurred: 
|in, and the bill ordered to be: returned to the 
House. 

Mr. BENTON then gave notice that he might 
find it necessary on to-morrow to ask leave to 
bring in an entire new bill for raising the ten regi- 
ments, and thus go over the whole ground again 
| from the very commencement. 

On motion, 
The Senate then adjourned. 
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Monpay, February 8, 1847. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced ae tac order of 
no 


the day, being the bill common wn as the 
Three Million Bill. 





Mr. DOUGLASS rose (he said) to .a question of 
privilege. He regretted to be compelled, from # 
sense of duty, to bring before the House a matter 
deeply affecting the privileges of its members and 
the character of the House itself: His object in 
calling attention to that matter, and in submitting 
the resolution which he intended to offer before he 
resumed his seat, was simply to do an act of jus- 
tice to the House and to its members, and to vin- 
dicate it against a gross calamny published against 
it by persons who were privileged to occupy seats 
bt the ee “it ea 

e ‘* Daily Union,”’ printed in this city, : 
ports deuminaed Mr. D.) to give full anbenaemn 
reports of the proceedings of this House. It pur! 
ports to give these accurate reports for the purpose 
of constituting’ # record or history of its proceed 
ings, to be deposited in the libraries of Congress, 
and transmitted to posterity, as evidence of what 
= been done here. Sunerbaiteiel 

n the report of the proceedings-of 

published fethes paper, I find a statement which I 
consider unfounded, false—a gross. calumny—cal- 
culated to bring this House into disgrace and con 
tempt. In calling the attention of the House to it, 
I protest that lam not governed by any personal 
ill-will towards either the reporters or the ie- 
tors of the Union. I know only a portion of the: 
reporters for that paper, and with t that I do: 
know I have the most we relations. With the: 
proprietors I am on terms nal and politi 

friendship and intercourse; but a sense of jastice! 
requires me to call the attention of the House to 


| the report of the proceedi ut forth on / 
right ose asa wae and fait ful report of vera 
place here. 
As preliminary to the obnoxious matter to which: 
I desire to call attention, I will refer. to what took 
place on the proposition to swear in the new mem- 
ber from Arkansas. When objection was. made: 
to that gentleman taking his seat, an animated, 
able, spirited debate arose on an important con- 
stitutional question—one novel in its Poet 
and, with exception of the remarks which 
|| myself made, | insist that the debate was.conduct- 
ed with marked ability. Yet, in this full and faith-: 
ful: account of the’ ings of that , this. 
debate is omitted, with the exception of a res 
marks submitted by my friend from: South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Woopwarp.} Ail that was:said: (Tread 
the names: from the Iniciligeneer) by Messrs, 
Jones, Gramam, Harner, Gorson; Hevsron,: 
Dovetass, Ratrason, and Sonenck, is omitted, 
Of this I-do eee cae no desire et 
my feeble remarks reported. 0 not complain 
gentlemen; 








the omission of the remarks of other gentlemen; 
but it strikes my. mind as strange-that a debate: on: 
so important and novel a constitutional question, 
conducted with ability, should be:suppressed, un 
less for the purpose of giving wayto.more impor- 
il tant matter, affeeting the. se dasecnetil What 
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i . matter? Nearl ioe: Sate 
space to the proceedings o turday 18 
é e with matters relating to my , 
. WentwortH,] and to which I will now call 
attention of the House. And I do so in all 
earnestness. The report says: 
« Mr. WENTWORTH then rose and said: ‘ Mr. Speaker, 
[rise to privileged question. [Cries of ¢ Sit down !’— Bah !” 
I propose to occupy the attention 
five minutes. [‘ Bah! Boh !? and cries of ‘ No, no,’ and ¢ Sit 
down,’ ‘Oh no!) I will only delay the House for a few 
moments. {{ Bah! Bah! and cries ‘ Oh,no!? ‘TI object,’ and 
confusion.}” 


And again, (continued Mr. D.,) after the House | 
hole, when the || 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Garrett Davis] | 


had gone into Committee ofthe 


was ned to the chair, the following is report- 
ed as having occurred: 


“Mr. WENTWORTH. In regard to the bill for the re- 


lief of the heirs of Thoma: Wishart, I have but a few words | 


to say. [* Bah! Bah!’] The paper which I hold in my 
hand—{‘ ! Bah !?}—I can read it by its title, and I wish 
to have it published. For making a speech (‘Good !” 
ironical laughter, and cries of ‘ Read it by its title,’ ‘ put it 
ina paper,’ &e.}”? 

The report (continued Mr. D.) goes on to repeat 
these exclamations of insult thirty times in the 





of the House only about | 


i 





course of it, and to represent to the country, and | 
to publish to the world, as a true state of facts | 


actually occurring here, that when a member rose || 
|| to the demand of the gentleman from Alabama, 


and stated that he desired to say a few words on a 


bill then under consideration, the other members | 


of this House cried out, in an insulting manner, 
* Bah! Bah!’’ and continued these exclamations; 
and that you, Mr. Speaker, as the presiding officer 
of this body, sitting in that chair, suffered this 
state of things to continue 

[Several voices: Not the Speaker—it was in 
committee. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. No; it was both in the 
House and in committee, and this report makes it 
appear that you, sir, sitting there, allowed these 
insuits—these blackguard expressions—to be ap- 
plied to a member of the House, and that you were 
so far aparty to the infamy as not to call to order. 
lt represents, that in Committee of the Whole, 
when the chair was occupied by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. G. Davis,] these same ex- 
clamations were uttered, and that that gentleman 
so far forgot himself as to suffer the House to be 





disgraced, and one of its members to be insulted in || 
a most gross and blackguard manner, without call- | 


ing to order. It represents that I and his other 
colleagues sat here in silence, and did not raise our 
voices when such an outrage was committed, and 
that this whole House sat in silence, and did not 
raise its voice in reprobation of such insult. I take 
oceasion to say, that | was occupying a place near 
my colleague. I heard no such exclamations. 1 
undertake to say, that no man will rise here and 


acknowledge himself blackguard enough to declare | 


that when another member rose to speak upon a 
bill, he had insulted that member to his face by 
these rude and vulgar exclamations. If there were 


to know whether there is one member who did 


hear them. I do not pretend to iny that there || 


i) a copy. 
i} r.C. J. INGERSOLL. That was a letter- 


was confusion on the occasion—much confusion. 
Ido not pretend to deny that my colleague was 
called to order. He was called to order; and Iam 
told he was out of order. But I wish to call the 
attention of the House to the fact, that when first 
called to order, the chairman said he could not de- 
termine whether the gentleman was out of order 
or not. That fact is suppressed in the report. 


The second time my colleague was called to order, | 


the Chair decided that as yet, as yet, he was not 
out of order. That fact is also sup in the 
report. When this House, in all sincerity, | be- 
lieve, laughed at the failure to call him to order, 
and my colleague had shown that he was in order, 
rt undertakes to say there was ironical 
laughter and loud noise and confusion. Now, I 

e to say, that this report is not an honest 
; that there is a suppression of material facts. 
It is a statement of facts which did not occur; and 
whole ofit was got up, as would appear on the 
face of it, for the purpose of degrading a member 
of this House. in order to show that a mem- 
ber had been insulsed, the reporter was willing to 
» and to represent it as a 


assembly and a bear en. 
Mis LEAICE (ihe floor being fielded) rose and 
not himself know, but he had just 
and understood the fact to be un- 
that neither of the regular report- 
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ers of the Union was in the House at the time 
alluded to, and that the report was made by an 
assistant employed by them on that day. As an 
act of justice to the reporters of the Union, and to 
all concerned, this fact should be known. 

Mr. D. Iam exceedingly gratified — 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL rose ands ted that 
the rules of the House require that the resolu- 
tion, which the gentleman had indicated his inten- 
tion to offer, should precede the speech, not the 
speech the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
{[Mr. Dovetass] rose to what he called a question 
of privilege, and was going on to explain the na- 
ture of the case. 
| Mr. INGERSOLL. The gentleman said that 
| he had a resolution to offer. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. I will gratify the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. I send up the following reso- 
| lution, and, when it has been read, will proceed 
| with my remarks upon it. 
| The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Reporters of the ‘* Union” 
newspaper, published in this city, be expelled from 
this House. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON. Very well; we'll take 
the yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS (in continuation.) I respond 


Mr. G. S. Hovusrton,] and | hope there will be no 


|| dodging. 


|| Mr. G.S. HOUSTON. None in the world— 





| no dodging. 
The SPEAKER interposed to order. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. We will take the yeas and 
| nays. Andhere I will say to my friend from Penn- 


| sylvania, [Mr. C. J. Incersout,] that I have risen | 


in no spirit of excitement. I have done this thing 
deliberately. I resolved upon it without consult- 
| ing mortal man; and after 1 had resolved upon it, 
only one gentleman knew that I was going to do 


duty. As to the personal controversy that exists 


|| between the editor of the Union and my colleague, 


|| with it, any further than to urge both parties to | 
| quit it, because it would operate to the injury of || 
1] 


| 


| 


|| made the resolution general against the reporters 


| | have nothing to say. I have had nothing to do 


both, as well as to that of the Democratic party; 
and that it could have no other effect than to give 
| aid and comfort” totheenemy. To thatextent, 
| and only that, I have interfered in the controversy. 
| Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL suggested that proba- 
| bly the gentleman from Illinois would accept an 
amendment to his resolution. Instead of including 
all, (the just and the unjust,) let the matter be re- 
| ferred for inquiry to a select committee. 
| Mr. DOUGLASS. 1 wish to say that I have 


of that paper, because I know not the guilty one. 
| I have no personal ill-will towards any of them. 


|| The proprietors of the Union are my friends: so 


|| are the reporters, so far as I know them. 
I] 


any such, I did not hear them; and I would like || 
4 é I year upon my friend from Ohio, [Mr. Sawyenr,] a || 


| 

|| -Mr. DOUGLASS (continuing): Expelling the | 
i r. The | 
|| question was then raised, thata distinction should be 





But 
when a similar outrage was perpetrated here last 


resolution was brought forward, of which this is 


writer. 


| reporters and letter-writers of another pape 


| made between the guilty and the innocent; but the 


would allow reporters and letter-writers to commit 
such outrages, the House would look only to the 
paper, and would hold it responsible; and would 
exclude all its reporters and letter-writers until 
men of a different stamp should be procured to re- 
port the proceedings for them. And whenever 
the editors of the Union will purify their report- 
ers’ box by putting men there who will make faith- 
ful, honest, and impartial reports, then I shall be 
for again admitting them to seats here. My ob- 
ject is not to injure the editors of the Union nor 
the paper itself, nor any of the reporters connected 
with it, except the guilty one; and, I repeat, when- 
ever the editors shall purify their box, so that the 
persons occupying seats there shall be such as gen- 
tlemen can safely associate with, then, and not 
before then, will | be willing again to allow their 
reporters seats in this Hall. 

Mr. CHIPMAN here rose and inquired, wheth- 
er the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Dovezass] 
pretended that anything contained in the report 


it. Ihave done it from a conscientious sense of | 


| House determined that, if the editors of a paper | 


| 
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| tence, and the 





| 





|| House. t 
| floor, because they are clothed with a “litle 






was not true? .He (Mr, 
some such exclamations. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. Ido sa 
ported here are not true. And I will ask 
tleman whether, when my coll e [Mr 


worTH] said he desired to say a few wo ; 
bill, he (Mr. C.) did get up and cay," Boh ae 
to it: 

Mr. CHIPMAN. I have read no such report - 

Mr. DOUGLASS. Then I will read it again, 
[Mr. D. here read a portion of the report.] 

Mr. CHIPMAN. Does the report say thata 
particular member did so? ~~ 

Mr. DOUGLASS. No; because the writer knew. 
that the statement was a falsehood; and, knowing 
that it was so, he dared not say that any particu. 
lar member on this floor did it. Hence, I say, the 
greater the offence, and the fore infamous. the 
crime, because, as no particular member was 
named, suspicion attached to all, and the 
would apply to the ale House. These 
mations are continued almost, through e e 
é occur in the when ee 

uumes—yes, thirty times—demonstrating that the 
object of the reporter was, first, to suppress the 
previous debate; second, to magnify this 
and thirdly, to put it in such a shapeas would lead 
the world to believe that the whole House had in- 


sulted my colleague, and by doing so, had di 
itself. And thus, for the purpose pub 


| false and fraudulent report, this House is stulti 


and disgraced in the eyes of the world. I desire 
to vindicate the character of the House; I desire 
to vindicate my own reputation as a member of it; 
I desire to do justice to my colleague, by having 
that go forth which is true. These are the con- 
siderations which have prompted me to offer the 
resolution. And | tell gentlemen that I have of- 
fered it, fully prepared to meet the co 

I tell them that I am not going to vote to a 
Whig reporter for a less offence, and then 

to expel a Democratic reporter for a greater offence, 
The difference is this: the Whig reporter only 
wrote a letter purporting to give a re i 
of something that took place here, which was evi- 
dently a burlesque on the face of it. This re 
porter has purported to report what took place, 
and has falsified the report and blackguarded the 
House. He has insulted you, Mr. Speaker; he 
has insulted every member of the committee and 


| of the House; and for those reasons I offer the 


resolution, and trust it will be adopted. 

Mr. KENNEDY obtained the flcor, and said he 
desired to state to the gentleman from Illinoi 
{Mr. Dovexass,] before he undertook to 


| this reporter, (he knew not who he was, nor di 
| he care,) that he must not assume that this wasa 


libel upon this House, or that it was a false report. 
It so happened that | participated in that scene, 
which | am perfectly willing to admit, if the gen- 
tleman will have it so, was a disgrace to the 
But it will never do for members on this 


brief authority ,’’ to attempt to throw off theirown 


| disgrace upon the shoulders of those who dare to 


report them correctly; and I tell gentlemen, the 
way to save this House from being libelled, 1880 
to conduct themselves as to avoid the necessity of 
compelling the reporters to disgrace them in making 

true reports of the proceedings here. Now, Idon 
know how many ‘ bahs’’ there were, or how trae 
it was 
Mr. DOUGLASS (interposing) remarked that 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kennepy said 
he had participated in this scene, which he (Mr.D.) 
pronounced a disgrace. I did not hase that the 
gentleman did, and I wish to put the ~— 
whether he did, when a member rose, spoke 
to the question, insult him and the House bysay- 
I recognise no right on the 


ing ‘* bah! bah !’’ to him? 

Mr. KENNEDY. se 0 
part of the gentleman from Illinois to ca 
me. 

Mr. DOUGLASS. I did not catechise the ; 
tleman. I was disclaiming having imputed to 
any such thing, not oe that he did, or that 
any other member did, as the report represents. 

Ms. KENNEDY 1 repeat, | heard repeatedly 
over this House exclamations of diss ene 
and disgust that a member nee seize upon & 

rivate bill to attempt to make a 2 
Sean that the House mee wo heat, and that it 
was disgraceful to make, under such cirew es: 

Mr. DOUGLASS. 1 wish to call attention 





C.) had certainly: hes 
that the things ae 






a i a es ale, sc laa 








the fact, that this report represents this 
exclamation as occurring before my col- 
ae [ , WentwortH] said a word about a 
srsonal explanation; but, on the contrary, when 
. said he desired to say a few words on the bill, 
and that he would wo detain the'House long oo 
. we exclamations were put in: an 
oe itings occurring before he chile to the 
fact that he wished to make a personal explana- 


"Mr. KENNEDY (resuming.) I can satisfy the 
from Illinois on that subject perfectly. I 

that when the honorable gentleman from IIli- 

nois . WentwortH] first ae 7 Rcbmen 
pretence of speaking upon that bill, it was known 
Sees thes he was a to attempt to make 
out of order. It was known that he was 

not going to make a speech upon the bill; and I 
for one, en been connected with the House in 
these scenes of disgrace and outrage that ought to 


‘aerace us as long as they are tolerated, was de- 
ened that another should not take place unless 


‘my objection. I, then, from the beginning 
: and] remember very well that it was no- 
ous to the House, that knowing what he was 
ging say, I did object a little too soon, for the 


did not know whether his remarks were in 
orderornot. Therefore I had to wait till he got out 





asentence, when I renewed my objection, and the | 
aii ina moment decided them out of order. And | 


the gentleman tried, notwithstanding that decision, 
to go on, and tried time and again to trample upon 
that decision; a portion of this House justifying it, 
and a portion condemning it. I do not 
whether ‘*bah”’ be disgraceful or not, but I say it 
is less disgrace to use that expression to put down 
a speech, which the House plainly indi- 
they doo t want to hear, than it would be to 

low the member to go on and make the speech 
“ r. DOUGLASS (interposing.) Perhaps the 
sman misapprehended me. What I said in 
gard to the gentleman, or what by inference could 
to him was, that my colleague was called to 
5 that in calling him to order there was no 
It was the exercise of an undoubted right 
on the part of the gentleman from Indiana. There- 
fore, for the gentleman’s calling him to order—for 







man calling him to order—for the effort | 


ations him from speaking upon the question as 
not pertinent to it, there is no cause of complaint. 
And he (Mr. D.) understood the gentleman now 
to acknowledge that there were assertions in the 
a of insulting matter which did not occur. 

ik to say now, that the gentleman would 
not say that that insulting matter did occur. The 
House knows it did not occur. There is nota 
member of the House who will avow the infamy 


ofthe act. 
Mr. KENNEDY. I myself uttered frequently 


ions to the gentleman from Illinois to ** sit || 


down.” I intimated to him, time and again, that he 
was out‘of order—that he was disgracing the House 
and himself, and ought to sit down. Whether I 
said “bah,” “bah,’? I know not; but words 


equally disgraceful, if the gentleman calls that dis- 
gmcefal, were used in the House. 


Ms. DOUGLASS. What I want is, to keep the 

to the point in the discussion. I want 
to know whether he did use this language. He 
yet will not declare whether he did or not; but he 
says he intimated to the member privately to sit 


Mr. KENNEDY. I said nothing about doing 
« I said openty, as loud as I speak now. 

As did not get up and address the Chair, 
jf ut I may have used the word 
If I did not, I thought it. 

I have only to say, that if 

d to say, that in the con- 
it is given in the report, he did 

» that I believe every thinking 

van in ouse would vote to expel the mem- 
‘well as the reporter. 

EDY. Very well. Ifthe gentleman 
Sto turn his onslaught from the Union upon 
* tel him the report is truth, and no libel. I 
n » 8o far as my recollection is con- 
is about as true a report, whoever report- 
‘4M, Of the rowdy scene in the House, as any 
erter could give; and it is no libel upon the 
, It was, I admit, a disgraceful scene; and 
man expects he can get the House to 
for taking my portion of the disgrace, 














know | 


'| from Indiana. 
| ence between uttering a falsehood and writing it 
| down to go on record, in what professes to be a 


| ing about their 
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poet of attempting measures to throw it off upon 


reporter—— 
The SPEAKER interposed, and reminded the 
gentleman, that it was proper to use decorous lan- 
in debate. 

r. KENNEDY. Well, I mean to say this: 
that so far as my recollection goes of the disgrace- 
ful seene—for I say it was a disgraceful scene—who- 
ever may have made the report, it came about as 
near the truth as any report I have seen of these 
rowdy scenes which frequently occur here, and 
which are a disgrace to this y, and which will 
never be corrected while you attempt to throw it 
off upon the reporters, and say they libelled you. 
The way to correct it, is to hold members to order, 
to let them appreciate where they are, and the dig- 
nity which they ought to maintain, in the position 
which their constituents have placed them. If 
they are not able, for any other reason, out of self- 
respect they should correct their own course, and 
not attempt to throw off the disgrace of it upon 
those who are not concerned in it. 

Now the gentleman questions me, as to the word 
‘* bah,”’ * bah,” and calling the members to order. 
I appeal to this House, if it was not perfectly no- 
torious, that that member persisted in ee 
to make a speech, which he himself acknowledge 


man had decided it out of order. Now, what I 
want to ask of the gentleman from Illinois, is, 
whether a man who will do that—a man who 
will attempt, in defiance of the decision of the 
chair, out of order, to force upon the House a 
speech which they do not wish to hear—whether 


|| he deserves anything better than insult to be 


thrown upon him from every quarter of the House? 

I put that question to the gentleman from Illinois. 
Mr. DOUGLASS. I will answer the gentleman 

i think there is a material differ- 


full and accurate account of the proceedings of this 
House, with the view of injuring a member—be- 
tween that, and uttering respectful remarks on this 
floor out of order. Why, 
the most distinguished men in this House who 
have addressed it out of order—who have been 
called to order, and who have proceeded in irrele- 
vant discussion. It is the usual mode of the vener- 
able gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams;] 
the usual mode of the gentlemen here who make 
personal explanations in the morning—(a thing 


which I never do.) It is the usual mode of getting | 


in these speeches; and yet the gentleman asks me 
if it is not equally infamous with a falsehood con- 
tained in a report? 

Mr. KENNEDY. The gentleman is not going 


|| to escape from his bad predicament in that way. 


I have not said, nor am I going to say, that 
when the House is prepared to listen, to hear a 
member, when although, from the rules, he is not 
exactly in order, yet the House is willing to hear 
him, that it is not right for him to speak. But I 
again say, when the House has shown a disposi- 


tion not to hear him, and still the member persists || 


in forcing himself upon the House, I ask the gen- 
tleman, in what other way you can stop it than by 
putting it down in this way ? 

But I want to say further: I know nothing of the 
motives which the gentleman supposes may have 
influenced the reporters in this case. | know noth- 

diepesition to libel the House, nor 


do I care. I know nothing of the quarrel between 


| the editors of that paper and the gentleman from 


Illinois. 
teapot. 


I care less about it. It is a tempest ina 
I tell the gentlemen they are doing them- 


| selves no good or the party no harm, for the rea- 


son that they never can injure any party. 

I am not, therefore, defending the editor of the 
Union; but I am very far from defending this 
House, under the sting of truth, for attempting to 
throw off the blame upon the reporters. And I 


repeat, so far as that scene is concerned, the report 
| is about justice to the House; about justice to in- 
| dividuals; and if any indivflual has felt the sting, 


I hope he, and I hope the House, will learn to con- 
duct itself in future so as to preserve the dignity of 
the hody. 

Mr. WILMOT said: 1 certainly have no desire 
to mingle myself or my voice in any personal 
contest between the honorable gentleman from IlIli- 
nois, [Mr. Wentrwoxrtns,] who, by the by, is a 
stranger to me, and the very respectable gentleman 
who is the printer of this House and the ‘* Organ” 


could refer to most of | 








of this Administration. But, sir, while I am 
acquainted with parliamentary rul T occu- 


py; for the first time, any public position i 
country, I yet have some correct appr 
trust, of the privileges and rights 
of this House. I, sir, was an attentive 
and listener to the proceedings of this 
Saturday; and while I have no disposi 
or palliate the offence committed 7 ee 
from Illinois, in attempting, out of order, to force 
upon this House (as he evidently did) a speech; 
while I have no disposition to excuse or palliate 
him; and while I readily admit there were demon- 
strations all over the House of disapprobation, I 
deny, sir, that this House did lend itself unitedly 
to offer an insult to that man. I deny it. And 
that, sir, is the report of the Union. This House, 
the members of this House, by the report of the 
Union, are represented as having united to cast 
indignity, contempt, and insult, upon an honorable 
member of this House. I deny it, sir. I say, sir, 
if that editor has any cause of quarrel or offence 
against the gentleman from Illinois, they may settle 
it between themselves, either through the papers, or 
inany other manner. But when he seeks to brin: 
upon him the moral influence of the House to ak 


Hi l 


zed || him; when he seeks through his reporters to bring 
to be out of order, time and again, after the chair- | 


the whole moral influence of this House to bear 
that man down, and unjustly, I say, if I stand 
alone—and I am not,one of those who are afraid 
to stand alone—I will stand in — his 
rights. I deny, sir, that this H did insult the 
gentleman from Illinois, in the manner re ted 
in that report. I say, sir, 1 heard nothing of the 

kind. I did witness disapprobation, and would 

have been glad, and I think the gentleman would 

have done well to have yielded to what was the 

evident desire and manifestation of the House 

earlier than he did. But that this House united, 

in concerted and combined effort, to cast indignity 

upon the honorable gentleman from Illinois, is a 

thing I did not witness. And that is the represent- 

ation in that report. That is the ground-of my 

complaint against it. Can it be so, and is it to be 

so, that if I happen to fall under the ban of that 

press, it is to be sent forth to the whole world that 

this House holds me in contempt; that this House 

despises me; that they have insulted me publicly? 

If so, there is no security for the rights of mem- 

bers on this floor. 

I know not what is the proper motion in this 
case, whether it needs to bs referred to a select 
committee before this House can act upon it final- 
ly, or not; but I was disposed to do something to 
vindicate what I believe to be the rights of the 
tleman from Illinois, as well as my own, and deme 
of every member of this House. 

Mr. BRODHEAD next obtained the floor, and 
remarking that we had hada good deal of unneces- 
sary irritation on this matter; and as this was the 
day assigned for the consideration of very impor- | 
tant business connected with our relations with 
Mexico, I have risen for the purpose of moving 
the previous question, that we may proceed to 
that business. {I therefore demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, suggested that the 
resolution as it stood did not meet the facts; there 


| was a disagreement as to what the report affirmed. 
| He wished Mr. Bropueap to wi w his call 
| for the previous question. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he was willing, if, as he 


understood, the gentleman from Illinois {Mr. Dove- 
Lass] was desirous of modifying his resolution. 
Mr. DOUGLASS here modified his resolution 


| by adding at the end thereof the following: 


prof edge oe se Sry a 
2 on 
fat as it ‘aie to the conduct of thé House on the 4 
of the Hon. Mr. Wentrwortn’s remarks.” 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS (amidst a good deal of 
confusion, which, indeed, marked this whole de- 
bate) rose to state a fact in connexion with another 
matter, as to the reports of this same paper. A 


a made by a gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
EDINGER hell. in the report of the Ueto, es 
attributed, ee e,to Mr. Barrincer, of North 
Carolina. That gentleman had asked Jeave to make” 
a personal explanation; and, in a very courteous 
and -natured manner, had disavowed the 
- His explanation had been given in the 


8 gt 
nion, but accompanied by one of the grossest in- 





Pi 


-_—- 


suits that Mr. D. had ever witnessed in any public 
print in his life. : 

Mr. DOUGLASS further modified his resolution 
80 as to make it read as follows: 

“Resolved, That a committee of five members be appoint- 
ed to examine into the truth of the report of the Union of 
the 6th instant,in regard to the of the House 
a of the Committee of the Whole on Saturday last on the 

li for the relief of Thomas Wishart, and to ascertain who 
the r was, and what members were engaged in cre- 
ating disorder in the Hoase and in the committee, and re- 

thereupon, with the names‘of such reporter and mem- 
rs: and for the pur of such examination said com- 
mittee shall have power to send for persons and papers.” 

Mr. BRODHEAD renewed, his motion for the | 
previous ion. 
ae PAYNE moved to lay the resolution on the | 

le. 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. | 
DOUGLASS, and ordered. 

Mr. CLARKE was, at his own request, excused | 
from voting, not having been present on Satur- 


| 
oy. 
he yeasand nays were then called, and result- | 
ed as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, | 
James Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boy , Brod- | 
head, William G. Brown, Burt, Augustus A. Chapman, Reu- | 
ben Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Culiom, Cunning- 
ham, Daniel, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, Garvin, | 
Genwy, Giles, Harmanson, 
Hunter, Charies J. Ingersoll, Jose 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Geo. 
Kanluggn, ease Leffier, Leib, La Sere, Ligon, | 
Lumpkin, Maciay, 
Mc Dowell, McKay, Barkley Martin, M 
Norris, Owen, 


R. Ingersoll, James H. | 
. Jones, Seaborn Jones, | 


orse, Moylton, Niven, | 
Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Pillsbury, | 
Reid, Reife, Rhett, Ritter, Sawtelle, Seammon, Seddon, A. 
D. 3i Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Strong, Thom- 
asson, Jacob Thompson, Towns, Tredway, Wick, Wil- 
liams, Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost—84. 


ay Bianchard, Brinkerhoff, Mitten Brown, Bu 


Coliamer, Crozier, Culver, Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dil- | 


ffington, W. 


lingham, Dixon, Dockery, Douglass, Edsall, John H. Ewing, |! 


Poot, Fries, mgs, Goodyear, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, | 
Grover, Hale, Hampton, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Hoge, E. | 
B. Hol Isaae E. Holmes, Joim W. Houston, 


Habbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James | 


8. Hunt, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Preston King, Thomas |; 
, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, || 
arsh, Miller, Morris, Moseley, New- || 
ton, Pendieton, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, |! 


B. King, Lewis, L 
McHenry, Mclivaine, 
Roberts, Julius Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, Schenck, | 
Seaman, Severance. Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. 


son, Trumbo, Vance, 
Winthrop, Wgod, Wright, and Young—99. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on | 


the table. 


The pore question was then seconded. 
Mr. BAYLY wished to know whether he might | 


to be read: 


Resolved, That the committee just raised inquire | 


whether other reporters than those of the Union, | 
and letter-writers assigned seats on this floor, have | 


published libellous reports. of proceedings here |, 
during this session; and, also, if the improper || 


conduct. of any member of this House led to the 
resolution restricting the members in the quantity 


of wrapping paper and envelopes to be used by | going to offer to the bill, which he strenuously op- | 


them. 


The CHAIR ruled that it could not be offered, | P 


after the previous question had been seconded, un- | 
less by general consent. 
Objections. were made in several quarters. 


ried, and the main question. being on the adoption 
of the resolution offered and modified by Mr. 
Dovetass— 


Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the yeas and H gress. 


nays; which were ordered, and were as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Ashmun, Barringer, 


Bell, Benton, James Biack, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Milton || 
- Campbell, Carroll, || 


Brown, William W. Campbell, John 
Catheart, Clarke, Cocke, Collamer, Collin, Cottrell, Crozier, | 
Cummins, Darragh, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, 


Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Fries, Gentry, Gid- || 
dings, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, || : : 
y || published in Senate proceedings above. | 
Houston, George j 

8. Houston, Sam’! D. Hubbard, Hadson, Hungerford, Wash- || 


Hale, Ham 


Harper, Hastings, Henle: 
? > 
Biias B. Ho 


a Henry, Hoge 
mes, Isuac B. Holmes, John W. : 
ington Hunt, James B, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Daniel P. Ki 


Thomas Butler King, Leib, Levin, Lewis, Long, McClel- 


vaine, Marsh, Miller, Mosele . 

Pendleton, Perry, Pillsbury, Policck, Ramsey, Rathbun, 

; Ripley, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, | 
Root, Rank, Russell, Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, 
Trunran Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 


Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 
St. John, Strohia, Sirong, Sykes, Phi 


Moulton, Norris, Newton 


bodaur, Benjamin 


enley, Hopkins, G.: 8. Houston, || 


Clean, MeClernand, McDaniel, Jas. || 


Campbell, John H. Campbett, Carroll, Cathcart, Cocke, 


Samuel D. 


obert Smith, Stephens, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, || 
Sykes, Thibodaux, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp- || 
iuton, Wheaten, White, Wilmot, || 


ng, Preston King, || 


ineteae Benjania | conference committee should be read in connexion 


Thompson, James Tibbatts, Trumbo, Vance, 
Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winton’ 
Wood,’ Woodward, Woodworth, Wright, Young, and Yost 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Ba: ego Biggs, 
James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Beowhend iam G. 


Brown, Bullington, Burt, Augastus A. Chapman, Reuben 
3 Harmuauson, Hopkins, 
Lefiler, .. Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, McClemand, 
Reid, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Alexander Sims, Simpson, 
So the resolution was adopted. 


Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, Cranston, Cullom Cospinghams 
Daneel, Dargan, i romgoole, Erdman, John H. Ew- 
ing, Foster, Garvin, Giles, Hough, 
Hunver, Joseph Johnson, W. Jones, 

McCrate, McDaniel, Jas. McDowell, McKay, Barkley Mar- 
tin, Morse, Niven, Owen, Partish, Payne, Perrill helps, 
Thomas Smith, Strong, Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tredway, and Wick—64. 

Mr. GORDON moved to reconsider the vote on 


the previous question; and, under its operation, 
| the House refused to reconsider the vote on the 
| passage of the resolution. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, observing that, by courtesy 
of the House the mover of a select committee was 


7 : : | ado 
usually appointed its chairman, requested that, as |! . , 4 yi 
\| he had. on thin occasion taken a very decided part, Mr. DROMGOOLE raised a questic 


he would be excused from acting as chairman of 
| the committee. [Cries of ‘* No, no!’] He did not 
press the request. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF obtained the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY rose.to a privileged question, and 
offered the resolution he had before proposed as an 
amendment to that of Mr. Doverass. 





ing that the motion of Mr. Bay y was privileged. 
The CHAIR ruled that, as the resolution im- 


mediately affected the reputation of a member of | 


| the House, it was. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Barringer, Bell, Ben- ‘| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved the FP 


vious question. 


floor, so that Mr. Bayxy could not offer his reso- 
lution. 

But the CHAIR overruled the objection. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether the resolution 
| was not some Virginia abstraction? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that it was concerning an 
abstraction, viz: wrapping-paper. 


the table; which was carried by yeas and nays: 
Yeas 104, nays 74. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 
THREE MILLION BILL. 


i] i ico t d d | ble | 
send the following amendment to the Clerk’s table || ee ee ea ee 


termination. 
The bill having been read— 


| which he stated, in substance, that the money was 
wanted to buy New Mexico and Califormia. 
| then went into some remarks on the proviso which 
| he understood his colleague [Mr. Wi_mort] was 


osed. 


ielded the floor to 

Mr. BOYD, who moved that the committee rise 
to receive in the House the report of the commit- 
tee of conference on the Army bill. 

The committee thereupon rose and reported pro- 


THE ARMY BILL. 


| committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


made a report. [The report is the same as that 
Mr. B. was about-to make a brief explanation 
| of his report, but cries arising of dissent, he moved 
| the previous question. 

r. BRINKERHOFF moved it at the same 


land, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, Mcii- | —_ 


Mr. WINTHROP raised a question of order as 
| to the recognition of the mover by the Chair, but 
| declined taking an appeal. 

| The previous question was seconded and put. 
Mr. ‘THOMASSON asked that the report of the 


the passage of the resolution, on which he moved | 


Mr. GORDON moved to lay the resolution on | 


He | 


of the Senate to certain amendments by the House, | 


| 


|| men 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF claimed the floor, deny- | 


|| stantially as follows: 


|| has been read, without now designath 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF claimed to have had the |) !°U% 


|| cating this amendment, and vindicating the 
|| which I occupy before the House and the ¢ou 


The House now resolved itself into Committee | the last session of this Congress: am 


|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Nor- | 
| nis in the chair,) and took up for consideration the | 
|| bill appropriating three millions of dollars to bring 


from the republic of 


with the bill, so that it might be intellig 
out the bili it was impossible to tell 
mittee had agreed to. He asked the 
on the main question; but the House refus 
der'them : Ayes 24, noes 106. 
Mr. VANCE said it had been 
bill read with the report, so that i 
stood. oe 
The CHAIR ruled this to be out of order, 
Mr. SCHENCK. Is it out of order 4h 
should know what we are voting about? _ 
The main question being on co i 
| report of the committee of conference, it 


avs 
Bo 


oat! ¥ 


to without a count. ae 


The House then, on motion of Mp, | 

HEAD, returned into Committee of the 

| (Mr. Norris again in the chair,) and resu 

| consideration of the three million bil 

| Witmor’s proviso; and the question being 
tion of the proviso— : 


| THREE MILLION BILE. 


| no amendments being in order but to th 
tion of the bill. om 
| Mr. WILMOT thereupon withdrew his! 
ment temporarily, giving notice that he w 


fer such an amendment. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE wanted to offer a 

t to the first section of the bill. 

But Mr. WILMOT having the floor, 

| surrender it, and addressed the com 


| 


‘ 
mi! 4 
oF y 


I suppose, Mr. Chairman, it will Be" 
me to notify the committee that I inten 


to amend the bill by the additional 


ze 
_ 
aS) 
on’ 
- 


| 
| 
| 


ticular part of the bill in which T inte 
And my anxiety in this ma 
| deprive the gentleman from Virginia, 
GOOLE,] or anybody else of the opportunity: 
any amendment to the bill they may wi 
am embarrassed by these rules ; 
| (with which [ am little acquainted,) a 
| ject is, the opportunity to be heard upa 
| tion fairly, and not to be deprived, by’ ny’ 
ae restrictions, of the opportunity: 
t 


& 
Be ae 2 


eal 


a 


Sir, it will be recollected by all present, 

was moved to a bill of a similar charatter 

| in the form of a proviso, by which slavery a 
be forever excluded from any terri . 

be subsequently acquired by the United” 

exico. 





Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, chairman of the Com- | 
| mittee on Foreign Affairs, went into a speech at || 





Sir, permit me to say, that upon that 
that proviso was sustained by a very @ cade 
| jority of this House. i 


| publican party on this floor. A 


to show, | think, that the entire South wer 


ye 


|| willing to acquiesce in what appeared to be 


| far as the action of this House is ¢ 


|| what was the legislation, will, and declan 


Mr. WILMOT then obtained the floor, and | 
| offered as an amendment a proviso restricting. the | 
| addition to the United States of any slave territory; || 


The previous question was then put and car- || Sn 





| then. 


| of the land. 


_ this Union on the subject. It passed in thig® 
Sir, there were no threats of disunion 
our ears. It passed here, and it went 


ate, and it was the judgment of the’ pabh 


|| many men well informed, that had it not 


| feated there for the want of time, it Id 


passed that body and become the e: 


Sir, the friends of this Administration; of 
I am one, did not then charge upon me, 
throw the whole burden u me, nor upo 


; || who acted with me, of having, by the intre 
In the House (the chair'being temporarily occu- | 
pied by Mr. Dromeoorr) Mr. BOYD, from the | 


and support of that proviso at an untime 
of the question, defeated a measure’ espe 
cessary for the establishment of peace be! 
country and Mexico. 
whole Democratic press in the land, ¢! 
upon the unparliamentary conduct of J 
from Massachusetts, He was chai 
defeated this great measure, 
tion press, and the “* Organ”’ of 
showing that the Administration and the Pre 
were entirely willing to accept of this: appr 
tion under the restrictions imposed by 
which I offered. 
Yes! no anathemas were fulm 
I was not then denounced as*an 


the Adm 
the Admimitr 


inated again 





by the 
been since, and from which eharge'T it 


ey 


Nay, sir, more; it was 
|. || tained, if [ mistake not, b jority of 1 
large in explanation and support of the bill, in | Aide ality ain’ hee eae Anat am pr 


eas 


-_ 


The “Union,” sity 


ed 


bd 


correspondents of the “ Union;”ast 





a 








